Dear everyone,
In the Newsletter dated 29th January 2022, Ms Charlene Farrell wrote about Middle School
students: When 11 or 12-year-olds have the ability to express disdain for the way things happen in the
world and when they can speak up for themselves, sometimes commenting on things that even most
adults find difficult to discuss, we know that this lot is on the right path to establishing themselves as
confident and articulate young people….I am happy to state that, to me, it seems like discrimination
faced due to gender may just be a thing of the past when our students rule the world.
Today is the 14th of February. As I write this, thousands of people in Goa will exercise their
franchise and vote for leaders of their choice. Different states have been to the polls already or will
do in the weeks ahead.
I wondered at the choices we have in this unwieldy democracy. How can we avoid democracy being
subverted into a system where a vast percentage get less than what they deserve? How can our
students ensure in the years to come that democracy will indeed be for the people – and for all the
people regardless of caste, colour, creed and economic status.
In his annual message to Congress on January 6, 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke of
four essential human freedoms: freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want and
freedom from fear. Cannot these be the hallmarks of any democracy, starting with ours?
But how do we safeguard democracy and ensure that its processes and its ends fulfil the purposes
for which the very institution of democracy was designed? Is not democracy everyone’s baby and,
so, needs to be cared for and protected by all of us? Do not many think, believe that their
responsibility ended with voting in elections? Should all citizens not be called upon to hold their
elected leaders to account by asking questions of them and ensuring that solidarity is maintained
among the polity?
I am not cynical about democracy; for me, it is the best form of government, warts and all. The test
for us parents and teachers is to mould our children such that they are worthy citizens of a
democratic world: they understand the need for rules and regulations and follow them while being
satisfied with the justification for them; they learn to question what does not seem right to them;
they develop an empathy and compassion for all who don’t have the same rights and privileges that
they do – and then become their voice! They realise that democracy accommodates pluralism and
differences and that there can be a unity in all the diversity if we demonstrate true leadership
(rather than insist on a certain unity of thought and action and then condescend to have a little
diversity therein).
The Cambridge syllabus and our Founders’ philosophy lend themselves to the nurture of such
citizens. But parents and school must work together for the hope and promise (and guarantee?) of
a bright future. The hope and optimism of the Ms Farrells of our country must become reality.
Warm regards,
C P Joseph
PRINCIPAL
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NEWS FROM THE EARLY YEARS SECTION
EVENTS
Storytelling Day
Children instinctively love books
and stories as they are introduced
to wonderful ideas, places and
creatures they haven't encountered
before. Through stories, children
can learn more about life, the
world, and themselves. Narrating
stories
allows
children
to
experience and appreciate different
worlds, countries, and traditions.
Besides
creating
a
bond,
storytelling has been proven to help
develop a sense of empathy as
children are encouraged to put
themselves in the position of the
story's protagonist; to consider
their actions and reactions and why they may have made them.
NURSERY
The Nursery Grade explorers experienced the magical activity of story narration. It was a
delight to see these tiny tots stand in complete confidence and narrate their favourite stories to
their peers and teachers. Stories chosen by the students included ‘The Lion and the Mouse’,
‘Peppa pig’, ‘Snow White and the seven dwarfs’ and ‘The Lion and the Goats’ .
LKG
Stories help children and adults escape reality and yet teach meaningful lessons. The students
from the LKG class enjoyed narrating stories. As story narration let them express themselves,
this time another element was added where they learnt the technique of asking questions to
each other, based on the story.
UKG
Storytelling day was truly enjoyed by the children of UKG and
teachers too. The learners put into practice all they had learned about
the components of a story and its creation: a title, beginning, middle
and the end, as also a moral, an author, and an illustrator. Some
children created their own stories while some narrated classics like
‘Lion and the Mouse’ and ‘The Hare and the Tortoise’. They made
some wonderful props and puppets and used them while narrating
the stories. From voice modulation to using vocabulary learned in
class, it was truly amazing to see the little ones speak confidently. The
excitement couldn’t be curtailed to the classroom; the parents were
equally excited to see their children perform in class.
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NEWS FROM THE SPECIALISTS
I.

ART

Recycle Day
Early Years learners created artwork
based on waste materials.
1.

The Nursery class made a
bunny pencil stand.

2.

LKG learners also made a bunny
pencil stand but in a different
style.

3. UKG learners made a cute animal
planter.
The motive of these activities was to
create awareness about how waste
material can be used to create interesting
and useful objects. These creatives are
cute and useful. Learners loved and
enjoyed their class and have done a
fabulous job as seen in these images.

II.

DANCE

The students are being introduced to simple and basic Ballet dance moves and we have so far
learned the 1st and 2nd dance positions along with moves like the Plie, Tendu and Arabesque.
The students actively took part in the new ballet warm-up where we learnt how to point our
toes and pay more attention to our posture and turnout while dancing. The movements are
learned in an imaginative setup to allow the children to experience a bit of fun whilst learning
this style of dance which generally demands a lot of discipline from its students.
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III.

MUSIC

The children learnt new rhymes like Float or Sink, Mother Shake The Cherry Tree, Once I
Saw An Anthill & My Special Hair. They also sang the rhymes that we had done in the
previous classes very well. The children enjoy singing songs and rhymes of their choice.
Some of the tunes sung in class were Obladi Oblada, Jingle bells, Showers of Blessing, Five
little ducks etc. The children were very prompt with their answers when asked to name an
instrument and give one line about the instrument.

IV.

DRAMA

NURSERY
The children along with their parents made some impressive looking puppets. The little
ones were so excited to show them off. We started the class by practising our puppet voices,
hand movements and expressions. The children used their imagination and came up with
fun and creative scenarios for their characters. We enjoyed listening to each child describe
their puppet character and story setting from their imagination. We are going to start
working on building a small story around our puppet character for our next class.
UKG
Today in class we did a guided imaginary dramatic activity all about going on an Expedition!
Ukg students learned some new words like archaeology expeditions, excavating, ancient
and archaeologist. We learnt how to use these words in small sentences to build our story.
The children are slowly building a story around this imaginary scene by describing their
character and expedition. We are also learning to draw out our story sequence on paper.
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NEWS FROM EACH GRADE
NURSERY
Thematic learning:
The Nursery masterminds are on their journey to learn about wild animals. They tried to
guess the animals based on their silhouette which proved challenging to some. They
enjoyed drawing an imaginary animal that they wished to bring to life by giving it unique
features and names such as Jovi, Funny spider, Ellie and rhino hippo. They played the paper
I spy by spotting and circling the animal names called out by the teacher. Children made a
hippo face- an animal that never fails to fascinate them.

Numeracy:
Our Nursery geniuses are revising their numbers and other related concepts through a
balanced approach. We prioritize the identification and quantification of numbers since it goes
hand in hand. They practised identification, formation and quantification of numbers 5 and 6.
Our students revised the shapes using manipulatives and practised sequencing numbers 0-9.
Learning pre-Mathematics concepts is immensely important for young children. It helps them
explore and develop an understanding of the world around them. Keeping this in view, the
concept of “Full and Empty” was introduced in class.
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Literacy:
The nursery literacy session commenced with a recapitulation of the letter /l/ and its sound.
Letter /g/ was introduced using alliteration. The story consisted of words beginning with the
/g/ sound. Children were amused to practise the letter formation activity using glitter. The
children indulged in a fun experiment where they created the colour ‘green’ by mixing yellow
and blue. New words beginning with the /g/ sound were done in class through a quiz.

LKG
Thematic learning
The students were introduced to the topic of ‘All over the world’. They were introduced to
the 7 continents. This week we concentrated on the Continent- ‘North America’ and ‘South
America.’ They discussed the weather in each of the continents and a few landmarks that
are famous in the continent of North and South America. They were excited to know
animals and fruits native to the continent.
Numeracy
The students of the LKG have been learning to extract, sort and interpret data in charts like
the bar graph and pictograph. They also recapitulated the concepts of addition and
subtraction over the past two weeks.
Literacy
The learners of the LKG class have learned the letter ‘X/x’ and ‘Q/q. To display their
knowledge about words beginning with the letter sounds X and q, a few students showed
objects beginning with the letter sound while the others drew them. As the days go by the
learners are getting better at writing using different methods like sand tray writing,
playdough writing, and writing on worksheets. They can confidently write the lower and
uppercase letters X/x and Q/q.
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UKG
Thematic Learning
The students of UKG were introduced to the topic ‘Waste Management’. They discussed what is
waste and how it is created. The importance of waste segregation was learned with the help of
an activity where the learners observed what happens to a small piece of paper, plastic, and
food item when left in the soil for a week. They came up with their observations that the paper
and plastic were still to be seen but the food item disappeared, thus leading the learners to the
term ‘compost’. It helped the learners understand that to recycle waste it needs to be
segregated properly. The children were shown a video on how nature takes care of
biodegradable waste. They discussed the importance of segregating waste. Didis from the
school were interviewed by the learners. Through this interview, the learners were able to
understand how the waste is taken care of in the school.
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Numeracy
The learners were introduced to a few 3D shapes like cube, cone, and cylinder this
fortnight. They learned about the attributes of these 3D shapes and looked around for the
things with the shape. The children had fun as they made 3D shapes using clay dough and
earbuds. The hands-on activity gave the learners a sound understanding of the concept.
The topic of measurement was introduced to the children of UKG. The little ones explored
different non-standard measurement tools to understand the concept of measurement.
Hand span, foot span, paper pins, and erasers got the children excited as they spent time
measuring things they see around them. They created their weighing scale and used it to
weigh different things. This helped the learners understand how a weighing scale is used in
real life. The children had class discussions on why it is important to weigh things and how
it helps us in our daily life.

Literacy
By this time of the year, the learners of UKG have developed a strong pincer grip and have a
sound foundation of uppercase and lowercase letters. It's time they moved a step further. The
children learned to write simple sentences using tricky words like, what, when, where, why,
and how. They also learned to use the question mark (?). Along with the tricky words they
were introduced to the conjunction ‘and’ and how they can use it to join two sentences or
phrases. The learning was scaffolded while writing two simple compositions like myself and
my mother. It was wonderful to see the kindergarteners come up with beautiful ideas about
their mothers.
To foster reading skills, the children brushed up on the short vowel sounds a, e, i, o, u. The
children had fun as they played a board game where they rolled the dice and read the word
with a short vowel sound. The learners were encouraged to frame and write simple sentences
with words with short vowels. To sum up the topic the learners listed and illustrated words
with short vowel sounds a, e, i, o, u. To make the activity challenging learners were asked to
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look for synonyms for the word and use them in a sentence.
For a Show and Tell activity in class, the children spoke about a place they have visited or
would like to visit. They came up with some interesting facts about different places and
presented their picture with confidence and grace.

PRIMARY UPDATES
NEWS FROM THE SPECIALISTS
I.

ART

Grade 1 - Self Portrait
The little artists of Grade 1 drew their self-portraits based on their
features like hair, complexion and accessories. Creating a selfportrait allows self- awareness and the idea behind this activity
was for learners to create themselves as they are or what they
imagine to be. Learners also learnt about secondary colours and
how one can make secondary colours using primary colours along with additional colour
theory information.
Grade 2 DML - DARK/MEDIUM/LIGHT
As artists, learners need to keep in mind tiny details of which colour would be the dark or
light tone and how one can achieve the same. In continuation to this, Grade 2 learners
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learnt to create tones and shades using paints.

II.

MUSIC

Grades 1 and 2
The new song, ‘It’s a small world’ was introduced and the learners used their own
percussions and instruments to sing along with the chorus of the song.

III.

DANCE

The learners of Grade 1
continue to learn basic Ballet
Movements and have moved
on to learning the 2nd position
ballet, as well as moves like the
Arabesque and Rond de Jambe.
Grade 2 learners are learning
a little advanced hip-hop
footwork like the ‘Running
man’, the ‘Air walk’ and the
‘Heel toe’.

IV.

DRAMA
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The past few weeks were all
about MIME, as the learners
learnt various aspects of it
such as No Talking. Lukas here,
simply had a ball! Most of the
Grades 1 and 2 learners noted
these learnings in their Drama
Journal as Cael is seen in an
image.

V.

HINDI

Grade1 and Grade 2
Asking
and
answering
questions is not only a part of
how we learn, but it is also a
part of our social skills. So,
Grade 1 and Grade 2 learners
saw a story-based video
which was followed by an
interactive activity. They
enjoyed their interactions and
revision of the barahkhadi.

VI.

CIRCLE TIME

This fortnight, the learners of grade 1 continued on their journey of respect. Tracking how
much garbage each one of them produces in a week individually has been an eye opener.
Young as they are, they also know the proper way to dispose of their rubbish.

Grade 2:
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The Nearpod App seems to be an all-time favourite of our second graders. Through it they
have been expressing their understanding of respect for their environment. The learners of
grade two have also tracked the amount of garbage each one of them generates in a week.
Besides being surprised by the volume, they realised the importance of recycling and
segregation.

VII.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Learners of Grade 1
worked on different search
engines to research on
topics given (download
images and text from the
Internet). They created a
basic collage with images
and text downloaded from
the Internet. They further
learnt how to judge the
usefulness of a website,
and choose the best
website for them among
several sites.
Learners of Grade 2 had just one class in ICT this fortnight in which they extended their
spreadsheets to show more information. They were able to apply the 'copy down' function
to their data with ease.

VIII. P.E.
Physical activities form an integral part of growing
up. Manipulative skills, particularly, are those in
which a person learns to handle objects with
precision in accordance with speed and control.
These skills mainly involve physical activities with
the use of hand and body coordination to execute a
task.
The focus in P.E. for Grade 1 and Grade 2 learners has been to teach Manipulative skills
such as Throwing and Catching. With this lesson our learners are developing motor skills
and hand-eye coordination through a series of activities engaging throwing-and-catching
drills and games. In the first phase learners have developed their knowledge and
understanding about the clues to advance with Underhand and Overhand Throw along
with Catching skills.
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NEWS FROM EACH GRADE
GRADE 1
English
“I lost balance and fell the
first time I tried riding my
cycle, but I kept trying.” “I
burnt a few cakes before I
could make the perfect one. ”
Grade1 learners shared their
personal stories where they
pursued to learn a skill and
kept at it till they got better.
Never Give Up and Do What
You Really Love To Do! The
little ones wrote instructions on
how to master the skill they
loved, be it baking a cake,
setting up a fish tank or riding a
bicycle. They also worked on a
craft activity by listening and
following instructions from a
peer.
Math
As the famous saying goes- “What we
see is often a fractional part of what it
really is.” This saying proved true with
the Grade 1 lot as they explored the
world of fractions by finding halves and
quarters of numbers and even creating
their own fraction problems wrapping
up the topic on Fractions.
The learners were then introduced to
Statistics and used charts to sort their
data such as the tally chart and
pictogram.
Science:
Animals have always held a special place in the compassionate hearts of the Grade 1
learners. So it comes as no surprise that they were ably and aptly at work to showcase
some excellent presentation skills and an empathetic call for wildlife conservation when
sharing Animal facts of an animal of their choice. Through the use of stories as well as
videos the learners gained insight into the lives of animals as well as set goals on how to
care for animals in their surroundings.
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GRADE 2A
English:
Afraid, adventurous, fearless,
happy, foolish, shy, loyal, mean,
weak….. as characters in our own
lives, we portray so many things.
Grade 2A is exploring personality
traits in the brave heroes, villains,
pawns, sidekicks in adventurous
stories. Using mind mapping,
fanning out their thoughts on
character traits and citing
instances from the text to validate
them has definitely got them
thinking deeper about these roles.
They were engaged in mind
mapping for understanding their
own self, starting with “I love
myself because….”
Math:
We tell our children that
equivalent means equal but do
they really know what equal
means? Do they know that equal
means the same amount and not
necessarily the same number
representing that amount? In
grade 2A we started leading up to
the correct understanding by
sharing models like the one
shown in the pictures.
Through area models, the learners
observed how the number and
size of the parts differ even
though
the
two
fractions
themselves are of the same size, finally leading to understanding that the equivalent
fractions and ‘fraction families’ are a big part of understanding how to compare and
simplify fractions. Later learners were engaged in collaborative inquiry to deepen their
conceptual understanding of fractions as division.
Science:
It’s fascinating to watch how the moon changes over the course of a month. For a couple of
days, it is a full, bright circle. Then, it begins to shrink, you may also have heard about how
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the Moon generates the tides. You may even know that high spring tides occur during a full
or new moon. But how does it really work? All these questions were answered with the
help of a power point presentation, video and through an experiment. Learners’ creativity
was demonstrated when they used Oreo biscuits to show the different phases of the moon,
Further learners demonstrated their presentation skills by researching and presenting
their power point presentation or chart on topics assigned to them (‘What if gravity
completely disappears from the earth?’ OR ‘How do the phases of the moon affect the tides?)’,
and exhibiting the skills of communication and presentation.

GRADE 2B
Math
“My day can look very different from
your day but does that mean I get a
bigger day and you get a smaller
day?” No, we all get the same 24
hours in a day; it depends on us how
we fractionalise it to be more
productive. “You and I go to a
restaurant and we both order a large
pizza. My pizza is divided into 4 parts
and yours is divided into 2 part, you
ate one part of your pizza and I ate 2
parts of my pizza. Did we both eat the
same amount of pizza?” These were a
few questions that we answered to
understand the concept that ‘Equivalent
fractions are fractions which may look
different but have the same value’.
Through various videos, power point
presentations,
art
activity
and
worksheets, learners of Grade 2B
comprehended the concept of equivalent fractions. They also revised their multiplication
and division facts and were introduced this fortnight to 6 and 7 times’ tables.
Science
Coming to the end of the topic ‘The Earth And The Moon’, the learners were introduced to
the phases of the moon. The learners participated in a fun classroom activity where they
placed the Oreo biscuits in a circular manner to show the different phases of the moon.
They shared various facts about the moon during the process. The learners also answered
an online assessment through Kahoot and finally wrapped up the topic with presentations
that were assigned to the learners. The topic assigned was the importance of gravity and
what would happen if the moon drifted away from the earth.
English:
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As Goa gears up for its elections, the learners of grade 2B are also on a similar path. As each
created their campaign as Class Representatives, our young learners got to learn about
what creating their manifesto was. Soon they will experience the standing for elections and
voting under a secret ballot! Building their communication skills like presentation,
persuasive communication and using their Para language, a new brand of leaders is being
groomed.
The learners were also introduced to various parts on an adventure story, the main idea,
characters, settings etc. The learners drew characters and introduced them to the class by
creating a character sketch.

With that we end this edition of the Newsletter. See you very soon!
Regards
The Gera School
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