Dear everyone,
Todd Henry, in his book Die Empty, talks of a conversation with a friend; the friend says
that many people believe that the most valuable land in the world is found in Saudi Arabian oil
fields or Manhattan, or the diamond mines of South Africa. The friend pauses for a moment,
and says, “The most valuable land in the world is the graveyard. In the graveyard are buried all
of the unwritten novels, never-launched businesses, unreconciled relationships, and all of the
other things that people thought, ‘I’ll get around to that tomorrow.’ One day, however, their
tomorrows ran out.”
It is a thought-provoking anecdote. In the hurly burly of life, in the maddening (and sometimes
mindless) maelstrom that we find ourselves caught up in, in the desire to fulfil responsibilities
and meet other people’s goals we can lose sight of ourselves and our own dreams. We can lose
sight of what we once believed was our purpose in life and what bliss fulfilment would bring.
Is it ever too late? No matter how old we are, can we recalibrate our journey? If we can’t reorder the pattern of our lives, can we at least squeeze out some space for work on those
unfinished dreams? I believe we can. I believe we should. The final chapter of our lives cannot
have sighs of regrets. Our last words should not be, “I wish I had….”
In preparation, we can begin by making two small goals. One can be a personal goal e.g.
improving dietary discipline with a view to losing weight / starting an exercise Programme to
improve general health / taking care of a strained relationship by initiating a conversation or
meeting up for a coffee / changing the daily schedule to leave time for the self, etc. In all of
these, the important idea is to begin with baby steps.
The second goal should be related to the body of work we wanted to produce or the use of a
skill or talent or the fulfilment of a long-cherished wish: start that business / make that set of
paintings / write that book / learn that musical instrument / giving of oneself in small ways
and helping others because we want to give back to society, etc. As with the previous one, we
make small but sure steps.
Ever so often, Life does not always turn out the way people wish it to. Dreams are harboured,
clung to, even buried in the heart – but not forgotten. It is a duty to make the most of what life
gives us without making moan. But let us not deny ourselves the joy and happiness that we
could give ourselves by making small and steady steps towards the living of a full life.
This holds true not just for ourselves but also for our children. While we may have dreams for
them, let us not trample on or snuff out their dreams. At the very least, let them enjoy the
opportunity to reach for their stars at least once. All of us must die empty. On that sombre yet
hopeful note of promise, I end.
Warm regards,
C P Joseph
PRINCIPAL
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EVENT UPDATES
Teachers’ Day Celebrations
This year despite all the challenges we
faced with learning and teaching being
online...nothing stopped our dear students
from making this day special for their
Teachers. The students & parents
put up an amazing show of talent and
gratitude. We teachers are humbled to be
the guiding light for these young minds.
May the spark set off a blaze of wisdom,
knowledge and love this Teachers’ day and
many more to come.

Roald Dahl Day Celebrations
Roald Dahl day was celebrated on the 17th of
September 2021. The school was abuzz with
excitement with the students, parents and teachers
dressed as characters from famous books authored
by Roald Dahl.
The following parents joined in the festivities and
shared their favourite books and characters with
the students:
1. Ms Veolla Dias (Mother of Chloe- Grade 1) narrated the story Fantastic Mr. Fox.
2. Mr. Prashant Kalra & Ms. Ayesha Garewal
(Parents of Prakriti - Grade 1) - narrated the story
‘The Enormous Crocodile’ using
puppets.
3. Mr. Akash Timblo (father of Vidur &
Sumer - grade 2B) - spoke about Charlie
and the chocolate factory and how
Charlie taught empathy to Mr. Wonka.
4. Mrs. Raahat Shaikh (Mother of
Amaara - grade 2B) - spoke about
"Matilda" and taught kids a new word '
Telekinesis'. It was an interactive
session.
5. Ms Dilys Dias Jhunjhunwala, parent
of Kiara grade 4, summarised "The BFG"
making trans-disciplinary links to Math, English & CT.
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Students of all classes discussed various books and shared their experiences not
only about the characters but how the vocabulary created by Roald Dahl and made
popular in his books, played and continue to play a vital role in the development of their
language skills.

Reading Competition (Grades 1 & 2)
Maya Angelou once said - “When
I look back, I am so impressed
again with the life-giving power
of literature. If I were a young
person today, trying to gain a
sense of myself in the world, I
would do that again by reading,
just as I did when I was young.”
Reading does empower young
minds, helping them think
critically, creatively and most
importantly
empathically.
Developing a life-long love for
reading must begin young.
Keeping this in mind, the English Teachers of Grades 1 and 2 trained the students for the
Reading Competition which was held on 16th September 2021.
Grade 1 winners:
Chloe Alemao : 1st Place
Prakriti Kalra: 2nd Place
Agastya Nain: 3rd Place
Grade 2 winners:
Nathaniel Moreira: 1st Place
Amaara Shaikh: 2nd Place
Fateh Singh: 3rd Place.

“Breaking Ground” Debate Competition (Middle School)
After a month of training and practice the students of the Middle School underwent the
final instalment of the debate. For the first of its kind this year, the debate was moderated
by a student of Grade 7, Zara Bajaj.
The topic of the debate was ‘Fairy tales distort children’s perception of reality’. The
students argued their points in the Oxford format of debate. Natalie Yvonne Moreira of
Grade 8 was awarded the Best Speaker – Opposition and Kabir Arjun Gadre of Grade 9
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bagged the award for Best
Speaker – Proposition. He,
along with Lucius Narkar De
Almeida of Grade 9 won the
Best Team Award.
We congratulate all our
participants and winners for
preforming so wonderfully
at this stage. It is only
onwards and upwards from
here!

Reading Competition
(Grades 3, 4 and 5)
“Books are a uniquely
portable magic.”- Stephen
King
On the 20th of September,
Grades 3, 4 and 5 took us
on a magical carpet ride
into the world of reading. It
was the final round of the
reading competition and we
witnessed
15
amazing
performances. There were 5 finalists from each grade who then went on to compete in
the Inter-grade Final. All the performances were so unique and evident of the learner's
hard work, creativity, effort and their individual magic that went into reading as best
they could. The learners were given their passages 15 minutes before the contest started
and keeping that in mind, the learners performed wonderfully. Anika Kaggallu,
Sarvadnya Bhise and Cynthia Fadte emerged as the top 3 best readers in 1st place, 2nd
place and 3rd place, respectively. Congratulations, students!

Still Life Drawing Contest
Still Life drawing and painting is key to the study of art as it helps develop observational
and recording skills.
The students have come up with beautiful renditions of still-life paintings. It is a very
traditional form of art yet very relevant to the study of art currently.
1st Place - Shayaan Khan (Grade 6)
2nd Place - Sherleen Bhogal (Grade 3)
3rd Place - Tara Gadre (Grade 6)
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Watercolour Painting Contest
1st place - Chloe Alemao (Grade 1)
2nd place - Naomi Bakhale (Grade 1)
3rd place - Kiara Dias (Grade 4)

Hindi Diwas Celebrations
“Hindi Se Hindustan Hai, Tabhi Toh
Hindi Hamaari Shaan Hai!”
Learners from across Grades 1 to 9
celebrated our National language
“Hindi”, engaging themselves in
enthusiastic participation by
presenting a number of
performances. The students left their
teachers, peers and Parents very
impressed with their showcase of
song, dance, speech, monologues,
poetry, and jokes all presented in
Hindi.

NEWS FROM THE SPECIALISTS
I.

ART

Grade 5:
Learners were introduced to a number of shading techniques
and the terminology.
Pencil shading being a detailed technique in art requires great
understanding and a lot of practice, the beauty about which is
being able to draw things realistically and almost alive.
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II.

HINDI

Grade-3:
Seasons affect many parts of our daily
life and the change in seasons affects
much of what we do each day. A part
from this was introduced to Grade 3
learners where they learnt about the
rainy season in the poem ‘Barkha
Aayi’. They also learnt how to make
paper boats. As part of Hindi Diwas
celebrations, they prepared charts
and explained their work.
Grade-4:
We all know that rain helps things grow. Nature gets vibrant during the rains and we have
beautiful songs and poems which reflect the beauty of the season. Grade 4 learners showed
appreciation for the rainy season by reading the poem ‘Nanhi Bunde’. They built on their
vocabulary; when Hindi Diwas was celebrated, they also prepared poems for the occasion.
Grade-5:
A house is a place where we live and all living beings such as animals, birds and humans
need a place to live. So, Grade 5 learners made us know the value of a house. The fifth
graders showed their house, the environment in which they live and introduced the teacher
to the same in Hindi. During Hindi diwas, learners prepared charts and Powerpoint
presentations.

III.

CIRCLE TIME

The learners of Grade 3 completed their
presentations on ‘what empathy meant
to them’. This helped them hone their
presentation skills and gave them the
insight into the importance of
researching a topic. As they grow, it is important that they learn to make proper use of the
time they have. In learning about this, they conducted a little experiment with rocks,
pebbles and sand. They first put sand in a cup, followed by pebbles and by the time they
reached the rocks, they realised they had no space for the rocks. We connected this with life
and how we spend so much time doing things that are unimportant (Sand) instead of
focusing on the really important things (Rocks). As we reversed the process, they were able
to ascertain how to focus themselves and divide their time.
The learners of Grade 4 always prove their enthusiasm and grit when it comes to doing
their work and doing it well. They spent their classes presenting their views on the
‘Difference between empathy and sympathy’. Later they presented their worked-on
assignments wherein they had to pick a movie they had a villain and a hero and they were
meant to analyse both characters to enable them to see from another point of view.
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They were also encouraged to think of
themselves in the place of the villain and to
think about changes they would have made
had they been in that place.
The learners of Grade 5 put their best foot
forward in their heroes and villains’
presentations. They worked diligently and
really put in a lot of effort to analyse the
characters they chose. Over the next class, the
learners, through an activity, explored the
importance of managing their time well. In
learning about this, they conducted a little
experiment with rocks, pebbles and sand.

They first put sand in a cup, followed by pebbles and by the time they reached the rocks,
they realised they had no space for the rocks. We connected this with life and how we
spend so much time doing things that are unimportant (Sand) instead of focusing on the
really important things (Rocks). As we reversed the process, they were able to ascertain
how to focus themselves and divide their time.

IV.

FRENCH

In French, Grade 3 learners have been introduced to family members. They have learned
the first person masculine, feminine and plural form of the possessive adjective – ‘MY’Mon, Ma, Mes. They have revised the adjectives and the phrases- ‘Il/Elle aime’- He/She
likes. Few leisure activities or hobbies were introduced in French like “nager- to swim, faire
du vélo- cycling, danser- to dance, jouer- to play, chanter- to sing, etc.” The learners are
now able to introduce their family members by talking about where they live, how old are
they, their likes and dislikes, their profession etc. It was fun listening to them while they
were introducing each member of their family.
Grade 4 learners have been introduced to the names of twelve countries and their
nationalities in French. They understood the difference in the spelling and pronunciation of
the nationalities in masculine and feminine.
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Along with the vocabulary they have also focused on the gender of the countries. They are
able to recognize the masculine, feminine and plural form of countries separately. E.g.Japan- masculine, India- feminine and United States-plural. Focusing on the speaking skills,
the learners have been asked to introduce different images of people from different
countries. For example- “Elle s’appelle Mangi. Elle habite en Chine. Elle est chinoise.” (Her
name is Mangi. She lives in China. She is Chinese).
The French learners of Grade 5 continued their work on Les animaux. They solved different
mots croisee, and other
speaking
activities
including talking about
their pet animal.
The learners also honed
their
listening
skills
where they had to hear
different audios involving
numbers such as temperature, age, possession, anniversaries etc. The learners also had a
short extempore where they picked up any object from their surrounding and spoke about
it for a minute.
Following this, the learners also commenced a new unit on la maison, learning about the
different parts of their house and related champs lexicaux.

V.

DANCE

Grades 3, 4 and 5 are
learning the Salsa, a Latin
American dance style that is
now popular throughout the
world to the point of
trickling into some of our
Bollywood movies. They
have been taught about the
origin and history of the
dance form, the basic
footwork needed to dance
Salsa, but will have to wait
for better times to be able to
learn to work with partners.

VI.

MUSIC

Grade 3
The song ‘People over the
world’ by Brotherhood of Man
was revised and the learners
practised the song ‘Sabarmati Ki
Sant’ for Gandhi Jayanti. Some
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learners also played the beat using their home utensils.
Grades 4 and 5
The song ‘Dona Dona Dona’ by Joan Baez was revised and the learners practiced the song
‘Sabarmati Ki Sant’ for Gandhi Jayanti. Learners were also given a chance to play their
instruments.
Grades 6 and 7
The learners of Grades 6 and 7 are practising for the Annual Day. The song, ‘You raise me
up’ was introduced. The music theory was revised.

VII.

I.C.T

Learners of Grade 3
had only 1 class this
fortnight in which they
learnt the concept of
logical tests, operators
and variables. They
were able to create,
set and use variables
in
their
program
codes.
Learners of Grade 4
continued working on
their program. They
were able to do
calculations using random numbers.
Learners of Grade 5 worked on creating a Scratch code from a given algorithm. Armaan
went a step ahead and created a multi-sprite project which was able to do an addition plus
subtraction operation. Learners were able to control the movement of the sprite using the
x/y coordinates. They further made the game respond to events, used conditional loops to
control movements, and used program commands to control visual and sound outputs.

VIII. DRAMA
We have begun planning for showcasing
their work and there is a buzz in every
session. Creative ideas and suggestions
keep flowing as kids prepare for
monologues or skits or more. Nothing
better than a little fun warm up exercise
to get them into the swing of things.
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We have begun planning for the annual day and there is a buzz in every session. Creative
ideas and suggestions keep flowing as kids prepare for monologues or skits or more.
Nothing better than a little fun warm up exercise to get them into the swing of things.

NEWS FROM EACH GRADE
GRADE 3
English
“A writer only writes a book. A reader finishes it.” Samuel
Johnson
We had an amazing time celebrating
‘Roald Dahl Day’ as we explored the
author’s life, books and listened to
the story of ‘Fantastic Mr. Fox’. The
learners worked upon their literacy
skills to write character descriptions
of Mr. Fox and express what they
liked about the story. A feather in
our hat as Grade 3 won the 1st and the 2nd place for the ‘Inter-grade Reading Competition’;
for the second consecutive year!
Mathematics
“Math is like going to the gym for your brain. It sharpens the mind.” A key feature of why
we learn Mathematics is to be able to use number operators effectively when it comes to
working with calculations. Therefore learners were introduced to balancing equations
using addition and multiplication as the operator and at the same time tried to
comprehend word problems to apply the multiplication facts they had learnt.
We definitely have good event planners in Grade 3. One of their assignment was to work
on a budget, and plan a class party and they came up with responses like planning for
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basic items such as plates to including a magic show, and not exceeding the budget.
Science
What fun it would have been to come
to school, go to the chemistry lab and
do experiments ourselves! However,
we had to adjust to the current
situation and do the next best thing.
The current unit on Solids, Liquids and
Gases was really enjoyable with a lot
of experiments to do. Experiments
were performed live for the learners
to watch. Some experiments could be
tried at home if the learners wanted to
do so, but of course, in the presence of
an adult, and after following safety
protocols. For example, the particle
model which shows how matter moves in
solids, liquids and gases! Learners enjoyed
watching different experiments being done to
check how solids, liquids and gases behave. They
also understood the meaning of melting, freezing
and boiling points while actually watching how
temperatures of ice, melting ice, and boiling water
were measured using a thermometer. They got
familiar with the use of the correct terms for lab
equipment that was used like beakers, tripod
stand, Bunsen burner etc.
Global Perspectives
Grade 3 has been learning about how to be safe on the internet and avoid strangers. We
have also learnt about different ways to keep safe when it comes to pets and wild animals,
and how to keep our own pet safe as well. While learning about how we shouldn’t tease
pets, or go close to them when they have just given birth as they can be very protective
then. We also learnt how to make a secure password! It’s very simple: all you have to do is
use at least one upper case letter, one number and a special symbol.
GRADE 4
Mathematics
The famous astronomer, Johannes Kepler once said, Geometry is the archetype of the
beauty of the world and rightly so. Grade 4 learners are excited about using the concepts
learnt in Geometry in daily life. They used their knowledge of area and perimeter to design
their ‘Dream House’. They located 3D objects around them and were able to demonstrate
prior knowledge of shapes like pyramids, semicircles, cylinders, spheres, etc. The
excitement and enthusiasm to delve into the world of geometry has kept the learners both
motivated and interested.
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Science
Flowers are a constant source of reliance and
beauty in a life of continuous change. Their
natural beauty will always draw our
attention, but it's their life-giving nature that
gives flowers their symbolic power and
ultimately reminds us why they're so
important to our everyday lives. The
learners of Grade 4 are reminded of this
while learning about flowering plants, parts
of male and female flowers and doing their
own research about how seeds are
dispersed. They collected flowers of their
own and one learner even showed the male
part of a flower under a magnifier, thus
making learning more tangible. They have
assembled the parts of a flower in their
notebooks. They were assigned an activity, ‘What
is in your Sock?’ to discover seeds that hook onto materials
and get dispersed and are making a flower collage and
doing a flower press activity.
English
“Grammar is to a writer what anatomy is to a sculptor or the
scales to a musician. You may loathe it, it may bore you, but
nothing will replace it, and once mastered it will support you
like a rock.”- B. J. Chute
In the past two weeks, the learners of grade 4 have been focusing on various grammar
concepts. We began with verbs and tenses, focusing on the past and present tense. We then
moved onto connectives, simple and compound sentences. Currently, we are delving into
phrases and clauses and their differences. When asked why we need to learn grammar, I
answered by telling the learners that grammar helps us to use our language better, helps us
to become better communicators, readers and speakers. An old joke often used to portray
the importance of grammar, specifically punctuation is; “Let’s eat Grandpa!” and “Let’s eat,
Grandpa!” The learners were made aware of the importance of using a variety of sentences
to communicate. Imagine a world where we only spoke or wrote in simple sentences. No
one would listen to us and J.K Rowling wouldn’t be a best-selling author!
Global Perspectives
Grade 4 has been learning about the difference between the Right to Free Speech and the
Right to Expression. We also thought about the different ways that we can express
ourselves. We learnt that we still need to use these rights responsibly, and just because we
have the right does not mean we can misuse it. We then looked at the different aspects of
literacy and discovered there are a lot of people in the world who cannot read and write. In
the next few classes we will learn about how we can use our rights to help such people.
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GRADE 5
English:
Continuing from where we left off in
our non-fiction unit, learners of
grade 5 participated in a group
assignment to create their own nonchronological reports. They could
pick a topic of their choice and had
to write a minimum of five
paragraphs or sections in their
report. They also had to keep in
mind the structuring of their
reports to suit the text type. When
it comes to non-fiction, specifically
writing, not only is it an avenue for
us to apply various concepts we
learn in our writing but also helps
us to develop various skills such as
research,
collaboration
and
presentation, which were precisely the motives of this assignment. The learners learned to
work in a group, do extensive research about the topic, write and explain the matter in
their own words and then, of course, present it to the class.
Mathematics:
We have 2D and 3D shapes all around us in our daily life. The roofs of certain houses could
be called a triangular prism! The lower parts of these buildings could be cubes or cuboids!
Learners tried to make connections and identify different 3D shapes by making
observations and looking at objects around them. Learners of grade 5 developed a handson knowledge of 3-D shapes by making different shapes themselves with the use of the nets
of those particular shapes. They also learned about the various features of the different 3D
shapes and the 2-D shapes that are present in them. They also learned the characteristics of
different types of triangles, and how to identify them. They learned about different types of
quadrilaterals and their features. We have just moved on to the next topic on decimals.
Science:
Do you like to try out new recipes and record them? It is fun to try new dishes! If your dish
turns out yummy, remember to write your recipe down properly so that you can make it
again! Grade 5 learners enjoyed doing the experiments in their new unit on Material
Changes. They recorded their experiments in the scientific method format. They found out
about reversible and irreversible changes in substances by experimenting with different
things found at home, example - Boiling an egg, burning a candle, etc. Next, they went on to
mixing and separating solids using different methods. Finally, they also discovered which
substances were soluble and which ones were insoluble substances by trying to dissolve
different things in water by themselves. They recorded all the experiments they did. They
also did a few experiments to find out factors that helped solids to dissolve faster in liquids.
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Global Perspectives:

Language is a communication tool used
by everyone in their daily life.
Communication is an important life
skill that helps to connect. This is an
interesting unit for the grade 5 learners
where they have just begun to get an
understanding of what is implied by the
two words ‘Language’ and ‘Communication’.

MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATES
NEWS FROM THE SPECIALISTS
I.

ART

The students of Grade 6 were
introduced to 3Dimensional
craft. They created interesting
pop-up craftworks including a
cactus plant and hearts. This
activity enabled the students
to think creatively and
discover the potential of paper
as a medium and explore the
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various techniques of paper manipulation like folding, scoring/creasing, cutting layering
etc.
The students of Grade 7 have been working on collage art. This included making pictures
using materials like scrap paper, fabric bits and natural materials like seeds or leaves. The
results were an array of beautiful exploration of tactile textures. This activity also enabled
students to apply their prior knowledge of pattern, drawing and composition skills.
The students of Grade 8 have delved deeper into design and pattern. They have created
patterns using basic geometric shapes, combining parts of a shape to form a whole. This
activity helped the students to understand how forms and shapes can be visually arranged
to create repetitive patterns using colouring, painting and decorative lines drawing skills
from prior knowledge

II.

FRENCH

The French learners of Grade 7 created short dialogues on customer – vendor scenarios
and roleplayed them in pairs in front of their peers. The learners also worked with
expressions of quantity and were able to re-create their parents’ grocery lists in French.
Applying their knowledge of the unit, the learners are in the process of creating a survey to
find out the food preferences of their peers which they will later combine to tabulate and
evaluate the food habits of their classmates.
They culminated their unit on En ville by practising the different –ER, -IR and –RE verbs in
several shopping scenarios.
The French learners of Grade 8 completed
and presented their BD.
Using the newly learnt past tense, Imparfait,
the learners described their childhood
photographs. Having recently shifted, the
learners also used this tense to talk about the
differences that they have noticed between
their old home and Goa and which is better.
Moving further on, the learners were
introduced to film and book reviews and
learnt to talk about their favourite movies, TV
shows and books. They have also started
working on their own reviews of their
favourite movies, TV shows and books.
Culminating their unit on Ca me passionne, the
learners named several famous French people such as Marie Antoinette, Edith Piaf, Marie
Curie, Coco Chanel, Yves Saint Laurent etc. Reading about these famous people, the learners
recognised their passion and how they created an identity for themselves with it.
TGS Newsletter 25th September 2021 (Grade 3 – Grade 9)

Page 15

The French learners of Grade 9 consolidated their unit on En ville et a la campagne. Under
this unit, the learners honed their listening skills identifying different French towns and
cities, their descriptions and highlights. The learners were also introduced to different
Francophone countries and their culture such as Martinique, Guadeloupe etc in the
Caraïbes.
The learners revised different vocabulary such as les fruits, les animaux, under which they
learnt about different idioms and why certain animals were associated with a particular
trait such as Donner sa langue au chat, avoir un appetite d’oiseau etc.
Additionally, the learners were exposed to usage of numbers in French and practiced their
listening skills with temperature, time, telephone numbers etc.

III.

HINDI

Grade 6
For the application of ‘Viram Chihn’
(Punctuation) the learners engaged
in a pair activity in which they had a
conversation in Hindi on a given
topic. The learners then presented
the same to their peer group. They
focused on collaboration and
respecting each other's view and
communication skills.
Grade 7
They learnt the concept ‘Visheshan and Visheshya’. The learners brought things from home
and described that particular thing by using Visheshan (adjectives) and were able to tell
Visheshya. This activity focused on the application of knowledge in their presentations.
Grade 8
They learnt the Chapter ‘Dhoopbatti bujhi Jali’ with proper pronunciation. Learners had a
discussion based on the chapter. They shared their view on ‘Madhur vani kaa mahatva’.
They learnt Life Skills such as being polite when talking to each other, respecting different
opinions and with love and care we can change hard hearted people. They also focused on
reading skills.
Grade 9
Learners had a debate on the topic ‘Kya aaj ke yug mein Holi apna mahatva khoti hui nazar
aa rahi hai’. There were two teams, one was for the topic and one was against the topic. The
debate also had a rebuttal round where they asked questions to each other's teams. This
helped them build their confidence levels and communication skills.
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IV.

CIRCLE TIME

The learners of Grade 6 were enthusiastic about their presentations. Most were able to
organise themselves in groups and share the responsibility of creating a good presentation.
Their presentations helped them better understand the intricacies of empathy. They were
meant to choose a movie or a book with a hero and a villain. Their main task was to analyse
the circumstances that lead the villain to behave or embody a personality that was deemed
unfit or hateful. They were also asked to reflect and state what changes they would make in
the place of the villain they chose to
analyse.
The following week, they were
introduced to the importance of goal
setting, something that we will be
working on to help them set goals
and achieve them.
The learners of Grade 7 were enthusiastic about
their presentations. Most were able to organise themselves in
groups and share the responsibility of creating a good
presentation. Their presentations helped them better
understand the intricacies of empathy. They were meant to
choose a movie or a book with a hero and a villain. Their main
task was to analyse the circumstances that lead the villain to
behave or embody a personality that was deemed unfit or hateful. They were also asked to
reflect and state what changes they would make in the place of the villain they chose to
analyse.
The following week, the class wanted to discuss some very pressing current affairs
surrounding gender disparities and the abuse women have to face. The students
participated in a healthy discussion that was unbiased and logical. I was amazed at the
maturity they used during the discussion of a topic that is quite sensitive.

V.

I.C.T

Learners of Grade 6 discussed the concepts of operators and algorithms. They were
further given a piece of an algorithm to code in Scratch. Learners were later introduced to
Python, and learnt to write the same Scratch code in Python. They discussed the difference
between the Python and Scratch editors, and coded a program in Scratch to take inputs and
display outputs, while they also learnt how to write the syntax
for an input in Python. Learners were able to make variables and
give it names.
Learners of Grade 7 learnt about loops - fixed/counter and
conditional. They created a program to generate the Fibonacci
series to understand the use of a counter loop. Learners further
used a 'For' loop in codes along with a counter. They used
counters to increase the value of a variable, and created a quiz in
Python with a score to emphasis on the same.
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Grade 8 learners learnt about the Fetch-execute cycle, and the advantages v/s
disadvantages of the memory (RAM) and Secondary storage. They were further introduced
to the different logic gates (NOT, AND, OR, XOR, XNOR, NAND, NOR) and were able to
explain their functions. Learners were also introduced to the concept of binary numbers
and generating binary numbers from decimals.
Grade 9 learners discussed about the Program development Life cycle; Computer systems,
sub-systems and decomposition. They were able to decompose a problem into simpler
steps, use the various designing methods (structure diagrams, flowcharts, pseudocodes).
While working with pseudocodes, learners were able to explain the difference between
pseudocodes for conditional statements to present the solution (IF...THEN...ELSE…ENDIF,
CASEOF…OTHERWISE…ENDCASE), and pseudocodes for iterations – (FOR,
REPEAT…UNTIL, WHILE…DO).

VI.

P.E

After getting to know what happens to the heart
during exercise and how can one measure his/her
Cardiovascular Fitness, learners have now moved to
develop their understanding about the Energy Supply
and Effects of exercise on their body both immediate
and long term.
They further have developed the understanding of
Aerobic and Anaerobic Respiration, how different
physical activities make different demands on the
body, and when we use aerobic and anaerobic
respiration to meet those demands?

NEWS FROM EACH GRADE
GRADE 6
ENGLISH
The best way to get better at anything is to practice. Writing a diary for Grade 6 allowed
them to focus on their writing without worrying about their audience or what anyone else
would think. And doing it regularly helps to improve their thinking processes, and can even
help them become more creative in how they think. The students spent some time
discussing and sharing books that they liked to read; they explained why they liked a
particular book and also read out a quote from it. By the end of the week the students had a
list of books that they could read during the year. A mini saga is a short story comprising 50
words (not including the title). The benefit of this for the students was that it set the
foundation for story writing because it is a complete story in just a few words. This helped
the students identify the features of story writing effectively and eventually helped them
write their own original short story in class.
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CHEMISTRY
Closing the loop is very important. This fortnight, learners focussed on completing the ‘end
of unit’ questions for Unit 6. Now that we have studied all about metals and non-metals,
learners will begin the unit ‘The Earth’. Learners have been grouped and given subtopics to
teach the rest of the class.
BIOLOGY
Learners were introduced to the tiny little organisms called ‘microorganisms’. They
studied about the different types of microorganisms and how some are useful while some
others are harmful. Studying about these is the basis for the next topics of how
microorganisms are edible and used to make some of their favourite foods (e.g. pizza)
MATH
Learners can check the calculated answer by the method of estimating and approximating.
The International System of Units (SI) was introduced to the students, which is the modern
metric system. Students used the abbreviations for the metric units of length, mass, and
capacity. By using the conversion factors, learners converted the units from lower to higher
order and vice-versa. Students figure out the suitable units of measurement to estimate,
calculate and solve problems in everyday contexts. Learners learnt to read the scales on a
range of measuring instruments.

GRADE 7

CHEMISTRY
After learning about atoms, learners were
introduced to the Periodic Table.
An
interactive site helped learners understand the
properties of these elements and compare the
same. Learners are expected to learn the first
20 elements as a foundation to learning about
various chemical reactions that occur when compounds are mixed.
BIOLOGY
Identifying the nutrients was just the start. This week, learners discovered why each
nutrient is important. Research and presentation skills will now be displayed by learners
when they persuade the rest of the class to consume more of the nutrient assigned to them
for presentation. They also did a detailed study on the parts of the digestive system.
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Learning about this helps them understand various diseases related to the gut and why a
healthy gut is important. (They have to research about IBS as a part of this topic.)
PHYSICS
Learners learnt about the journey of sound to the brain. Students placed the parts of the ear
in correct order to show the vibrations of a sound wave eventually reach the brain.
Learners classified the sounds by categorising the frequency, and they found the answer for
‘How do bats fly at night without bumping into things?’

GRADE 8
CHEMISTRY
This fortnight, learners observed a demonstration on how metals react with oxygen, water
and acid. They were asked to make a prediction before the demo and then compare that to
the actual result. Predicting a result and then checking for its validity helps learners check
if they have understood the reaction in theory. Learners were asked if it is now okay to

chuck a piece of metal into the
sink. They reasoned that since it
would react with the water in the
pipeline, it is best that the reaction
allowed to end before discarding
the metal. The learners can now
apply this knowledge if they
pursue working in an industry.

is

BIOLOGY
While studying about the relation
between living organisms and their environment, our learners turned into ecologists and
sampled areas around their homes to find out the number of plants and animals existing
there. They prepared their own quadrants, marked out the area for sampling and recorded
their observations on a table. Learners recorded themselves performing this experiment.
This activity helps them understand how to estimate the population of organisms (plants
or animals) in a certain area.
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PHYSICS
Learners learnt the symbols of the electric components and how to measure the current in
a circuit. Learners identified the circuits used at their home and the reason behind it.
Students find the answer for the same current flow in a series circuit.
HISTORY
World War II, a
conflict
that
involved virtually
every part of the
world
during
1939–45 was by
far the deadliest
conflict in human
history;
it
resulted in 70 to
85
million
fatalities,
a
majority
being
civilians.
The
students of grade 8 spent some time researching on the significant incidents that took place
during the Second World War. However, they did not simply breeze through the events;
rather, they discussed and deliberated over the significance of each event, namely – the
bombing of the Pearl Harbour, D-Day, attack on Stalingrad and Dunkirk. Above is a letter
from a journalist, Martha, who gives out the details of D-Day and a students analyzing it.

GRADE 9
ENGLISH
Writers produce their most effective writing when it is directed at a specific audience.
When writers have an audience in mind or know their audience's characteristics well, they
relay ideas by using language and tone that their intended readers will appreciate and
understand. Grade 9 learnt how to create an effect on their readers through Narrative
Writing, wherein they developed a plot and set a scene that would be relatable to the
audience comprising students of their age group. They also analysed the poem, ‘Why The
Old Woman Limps’ by Malawian poet Lupenga Mphande to see how language can use used
to not only convey information but also imply feelings and attitudes.
HISTORY
Post-World War I, Germany was in shackles and on the verge of anarchy due to the
damaging impact of the Treaty of Versailles and the subsequent inefficiency of the Weimar
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government. This created a breeding ground for the radical political parties and extremists’
groups like the Nazi party to come into prominence. Grade 9 looked at how Hitler
consolidated his position as Chancellor and, furthermore, a virtual dictator of Germany in
the 1930s. They eventually presented to the class how the Nazi Party came to become one
of the most notorious and vicious groups of all time.
CHEMISTRY
Taking the knowledge of bonding further, this fortnight, learners studied about how
compounds are formed with the help of ionic and covalent bonds. They did a detailed
study about diamond and graphite to understand its uses in cutting tools and as an

electrode. The explanation of pencil lead actually being graphite led to a discussion of
whether the graphite can be replaced by another material. They also debated whether
diamond should actually be used as a cutting tool, given how expensive it is, but they
realised that they become worthwhile only after the processing (cutting etc.)
BIOLOGY
This fortnight, learners of Grade 9 reviewed why plants are our ‘life line’. The process of
photosynthesis that they perform is the fuel to keep our planet running. After recalling the
basic equation of photosynthesis, learners studied about how to test if a leaf is actually
storing starch. If we provide huge amounts of CO2 or water, can we increase the rate at
which plants photosynthesize? A simulation helped learners realise that after a certain
amount, even if we increase the supply of reactants, plants will not be able to prepare more
food. This knowledge helped them to understand that even if we keep adding water to a
plant, it will not grow faster; rather, it might just destroy the plant.
BUSINESS STUDIES
Roles and responsibilities of manager including planning, organising, commanding,
coordinating and controlling were discussed in the class. Learners also got a grip on the
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different leadership styles – Autocratic, democratic and laissez faire. With the knowledge
they gained from discussions on organisational structures in business, organisational
hierarchy, delegation etc., learners worked in two groups to develop plans to motivate
employees and thereby increase productivity for the business cases they were allotted. The
learners behaved as teams of human resource managers who were given the task to
analyse the performance of the company as well as the productivity and contribution of
employees and then develop plans on how to motivate the employees. One of the teams
came up with a plan incorporating financial and non-financial rewards for employees
working as delivery service persons while the other team did it for salespersons in a
clothing store. The meticulous plans of both the teams, the confidence while presenting
them to the class, the reflective questions that each learner raised before the opposite
teams and the spontaneous and thoughtful improvements in plans, are all evidence that the
learners could be good decision makers.
ECONOMICS
The analysis of any market is possible once learners are well aware of how the market
forces of demand and supply work. The causes of changes and the effects of each change,
the adjustment mechanism in the market were all discussed in the class by quoting
appropriate real-life examples. Learners were able to connect the theory to various
newspaper articles that they came across. Price and quantity determination and the
uncertainty of how they respond to a simultaneous change in both demand and supply
were all points of discussion.
PHYSICS
Learners identified energy transfers occurring at the time of an event. For instance, what
kind of energy transfers occurred when an electric bell rang. Learners calculated the unit of
work done and find the energy required to do a particular work. Students learnt about the
important parameters for kinetic and potential energy and used the empirical formula to
calculate the energy in terms of joule.
With that we end this edition of the Newsletter. Be back soon this week for news of the
fortnight ending 9th October.
Regards
The Gera School

TGS Newsletter 25th September 2021 (Grade 3 – Grade 9)

Page 23

