Dear everyone,
On the 16th of this month in 1995, Iqbal Masih, a 12-year-old boy, was assassinated in Pakistan.
“Assassinated?” you might ask. “Who was he?”
You can read about him here (https://worldschildrensprize.org/iqbalstory), but his death
anniversary was an apt occasion to think about Child Leaders like Iqbal Masih, Rekha Kalindi
(https://www.humanium.org/en/rekha-kalindis-story-she-who-said-no-to-forced-marriage2/),
Amina
from
Afghanistan
and
Sokha
Chen
from
Cambodia
(https://girlrising.org/documentaries/girl-rising/meet-girls).

Iqbal Masih

Rekha Kalindi

Amina

Sokha Chen

I will talk only about Iqbal here. What is very remarkable about Iqbal is his pluck, belief in
himself, the hunger for a better quality of life and not thinking only about himself but dedicating
his life for others who were like him but not as lucky / privileged. Those are sterling qualities
that all of us can emulate. More importantly (and pertinently for this Newsletter!) is that we
make our children / students emulate heroes like Iqbal Masih. If a poor ten-year-old child can
dare to dream and then rise against overwhelming odds, what can’t our children / students do?
What is powerfully moving is that in the teeth of overwhelming poverty, stifling gender injustice,
or an oppressive and insensitive societal structure, a child lifts himself / herself by his / her
bootstraps, sustains fire in the belly to fight for a better quality of life for oneself, and then go on
to make sure that others are inspired and assisted in breaking free of shackles / a sordid
existence.
These are just four of many stories that tell us what gold dust we are made of and how we
transform our world and that of others by finding ourselves and fulfilling a powerful destiny that
each of us can create. As we begin a new academic year, may we as parents and teachers be able
to help our students and children do just that.
Warm regards,
C P Joseph
PRINCIPAL
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NEWS FROM THE EARLY YEARS SECTION
EVENTS
I.

World Art Day

World Art Day is celebrated on 15th
April, to mark the birthday of the
famous artist Leonardo Da Vinci.
Leonardo Da Vinci is considered a
symbol of multiculturalism and
world peace. At The Gera School, an
assembly was conducted to mark
the significance of the day. The
students were shown how the day
is celebrated all over the world with art contests and art exhibitions. They also had a glance
at the different techniques that can be used to create their own piece of art.

II.

Clay Day

To celebrate the last day in school before the children left for their summer vacation, the
Early Years Team celebrated ‘Clay Day’. The little wonders wore yellow outfits to mirror the
season! They learned different techniques of moulding and using the clay to form various
shapes. This activity gave them a sensory experience and also helped in developing their fine
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motor skills. The children had lots of fun making things out of clay like a snail and a turtle.
The children were given an opportunity to express their creativity with clay.
The tiny tots of the used different clay texture tools such as press tools, wooden knives, clay
cutters, moulds, hammer and rollers for making impressions.

EARLY YEARS SECTION

NEWS FROM THE SPECIALISTS
I.

ART

NURSERY
Scribbling
The tiny toddlers were shown a Colour video where they learnt 3 colours red, blue and
yellow, after which they were given a drawing sheet and colours to scribble on.
Colour inside a ball worksheet
Students practised colouring neatly inside a ball template which helped learners with their
fine motor skills and precision in colouring.

LKG
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Roll-up paper snail
LKG learners began their first art class by making paper snails. They started learning how
to roll a paper strip to make a snail, stick googly eyes and be able to draw veins on a leaf
using crayons.

Lines and shapes
Students also learnt the different types of lines and shapes; they drew the standing, sleeping
and slant lines, zig-zag and circular lines, then combined a few and drew human figures!

UKG
Colourful hand printing
The little artists made hand impressions to mark the
first days of Art class. They chose the colours they
wanted, painted their left hand and made impressions
which were then cut out for a Remembrance poster.
Element of art- line
Learners revised the different types of lines, practised
them while playing a fun game and then drew the lines
into stick figures.

II.

DANCE

The beginning of the new academic year is an exciting time for new dancers. Our dance
classes are spent getting to know our new friends and classmates and breaking out into our
best dance moves.
The students were introduced to the “Happy Hat”. It was covered in smiley faces and
whoever wore it, immediately felt very happy and they had to take their place in the centre
of the circle that we had formed and share with the class, their full names and what made
them happy. We learnt how to conduct ourselves in dance class, how to politely listen to
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our friends when they are speaking and we all got to show off our favourite dance moves.
The students enjoyed this exercise thoroughly. There were lots of giggles and a couple of
very creative dance moves.

III.

MUSIC

Mr Clifford Siqueira is the
newly-appointed Early Years
teacher for music for the
academic year 2022-2023.
It was a welcome breath of
fresh air to meet the bubbly
students of the Early Years.
In the short sessions we have
had together and keeping in
mind that this month was my
first with the children, and
the month before the summer break, introductions were in order!
We sang together some of the popular Nursery Rhymes, refreshing what was done in the
previous year. It is always a challenge to maintain decorum,;yet, music is food for the soul.
The children love to perform, and in these first few classes, we have done some action songs
like - The wheels on the bus, and Baby shark, to name a few.
Some of the children have also introduced me to their favourite songs and nursery rhymes.
The class always ends warmly. I am so looking forward to the year ahead with the amazing
and loving students of the Early Years.

IV.

DRAMA

We started the new academic year with dramatic icebreakers which were a fun and exciting
way to engage the students. The children were introduced to games like Stop, go, stomp,
freeze, mirror exercises, animal sounds and movements, nature movements, emotions and
expressions, and the drama class ABCs. Through these activities the children
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are learning how to use the space around them, express their imagination freely, connect
with various emotions and express them through body movements. The children are
enthusiastic and enjoy the activities. It's amazing to see the children express and add their
own bit of theatre, humour and creativity during the classes.

V.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
NURSERY
The students were engaged in
stimulating activities. The
students played an objectbased game i.e., kicking the ball
and throwing the ball in hula
so as to gain the concentration
of the learners. The teacher
played a game named Catch
the
tiger
and
learners
enthusiastically participated in
the game.

LKG
The learners were engaged in
fun-loving indoor and outdoor
activities. The learners were
taught
the
various
terminologies
used
in
developing locomotor skills
which are very important to develop the
fundamental movements in young children.
Learners actively participated in a game
encompassing focussed walking in small
rings. “Can You Walk” and “Let’s Walk In The
Jungle” games were students’ favourite.

UKG
The learners were engaged in the combined
activity of walking and running (locomotor
TGS Newsletter 30th April 2022 (Nursery – Grade 2)

Page 6

skills) and team building games (Ice-cream and volcanoes). The learners will learn to run
over and cross the small hurdles to learn the footwork movement and ABC drill.

NEWS FROM EACH GRADE

NURSERY
Our tiny tots arrived with a mix of emotions and were still in the process of settling down.
The first month of school just flew by! We’ve been busy learning each other’s names, making
rules for our classroom, and learning our daily routines. If there is one thing that is very
important in the Early Years, it is the classroom routines. The kids are doing a great job
learning this and we will continue to work on it as time goes on.
Our three-year olds are full of wonder. They spent a lot of time watching, observing and
exploring their school environment. Their imagination is working at all times. They indulged
in activities like block play, water play, moulding and rolling the playdough, threading the
beads, having fun with the paints and enjoyed scribbling and doodling using chalk and
crayons.

LKG
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Understanding the World
The students have been introduced to the theme ‘Seasons and weather conditions’ and are
learning about the weather conditions in each season and how one must protect themselves
with comfortable clothing, food and activities according to the different seasons. As the
students are in the process of learning about the summer season they learnt that they must
stay hydrated and help others stay hydrated, too. To show empathy towards the birds and
animals during the summer time, they made ‘Bird water feeder’ to help the birds stay
hydrated as the weather's getting warmer.

Numeracy
The new session started with a lot of
zeal and enthusiasm. The students were
geared up and were looking forward to
various activities that educate, brighten
and enlighten the young brilliant minds.
The first weeks in LKG were spent
getting the students settled in their new
environment and in checking their prior
knowledge.
The
students
are learning to
rote
count
numbers
and
recognise
numbers 1-10
by
singing
rhymes
like,
'Once I caught a
fish alive’ and
‘Nick Nack patty

wack.’ The young hands are learning to form numbers 1 and 2 on the slate, sand and book. A
recap on basic 2D shapes was done using the story ‘The Mouse shape.’ As a follow-up activity,
the students created different objects like houses, fans, etc. using different shapes.
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Literacy
The students have been working on the pre-writing skill by tracing lines and curves, which
will further help them with number and letter formations. They are also developing their
speaking and listening skills through story and ‘Show and Tell’ sessions. They have been
introduced to the phonic letter ‘s’ and are learning to make letter formations.

UKG
Understanding The World
We began the academic year with getting to the children. The little ones introduced
themselves to one another and spoke about their likes and dislikes. The children sang their
favourite rhymes and had fun in class.
In the first unit, Farm to Table, where the children learned where their food is sourced from.
They analysed their snack boxes and sorted food that is sourced from plants and animals.
The little ones illustrated different foods they eat that come from plant and animal sources.
The learners learned the different parts of the plant and its function. They were absorbed in
creating a plant and its parts with playdough. The activity gave the learners a better sensory
experience and a better understanding of the parts of a plant.

The children went for a nature walk and observed different plants, trees, flowers, and leaves;
this gave the children a good understanding of the parts of a plant. They also learned the
different parts of a plant we eat and the numerous benefits we get. They were amazed to
know so many roots, flowers, stems, and fruit they eat.

Numeracy
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The new year began with vigour, and excitement. The learners of UKG played games and
spent time mingling and bonding with their peers. They indulged in hands-on activities and
fun games to do a quick recap of the concepts of counting and sequencing. The students
played a ‘Frog Leap’ game, where they rolled the dice and matched the value on the lily pad.
The students recapitulated numbers 1-20 using flashcards and manipulatives. They enjoyed
reciting rhymes like ‘12345 Once I caught a fish alive’ and ‘One, Two, Buckle my shoe’ to
revise rote counting. They practised writing the numbers 1 to 20 on slates and in the grid
book. This helped to enhance their number formation skills. The students also collaborated
to solve puzzles, create a design and illustrated their imagination and observations.
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Literacy
The new academic year
started off with great
enthusiasm and spirit.
Brand new goals, and a
new
beginning.
The
excitement and joy of the
little ones soared high.
We began by revising the
letter names and sounds of
the English alphabet. The
children practised writing
uppercase letters A-Z on
red and blue lines. Writing
with chalk on slates made
it fun for the kids. The
formation of the letters
was reinforced with and
practised with playdough.
The children used play dough to form their names and took pride in the work done by them.
During Storytime, the children listened to the story ‘The magic paintbrush’, and ‘Little tiger’s
big surprise’. They learned to care for and share with others. For the reading session, the
children have begun to learn to blend and read three-letter words from the ‘at’ and ‘am’ word
family. It was rewarding to see the little ones able to read and catch the children’s sense of
achievement.

Hindi
The students of UKG were engaged in an introduction activity, where they were given
opportunities to interact with their peers. They introduced themselves in Hindi.
Introductory expressions were taught to them. The students also identified primary colours
in Hindi.

***************
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PRIMARY UPDATES
EVENTS
I.

Talent Show (Grades 1, 2 and 3)

“Adults are always asking little kids what they want to be when they grow up, ‘cause they
are looking for ideas!” says the American Stand Up comedian and author Paula Poundstone.
The talented students of Grades 1, 2 and 3 left their teachers wonder-struck as they presented
their performances be it dancing, singing, role plays, monologues, art, reciting poems, tongue
twisters or even displaying magic tricks!

NEWS FROM THE SPECIALISTS
I.

CIRCLE TIME/ LEADERSHIP CURRICULUM
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Grade 1
The learners of grade one are currently experiencing lots of firsts. Their first time in the
primary section, their first full day of school, for some their first experience with school ever.
In keeping with that, they also had their first ever Circle Time with the counsellor. These
young ones have been through quite a lot of alone time where social interactions have not
been in focus. As they slowly get to the point of comfort with others, it is important that they
develop a sound awareness of themselves too. In a worksheet, they were given a chance to
express themselves and it was a very enriching experience.

Grade 2
The learners of Grade 2 had a few fun classes and took the opportunity to be expressive with
their classmates about themselves. As they worked through the ‘All About Me’ worksheet, they
had fun with colour and sharing their favourite things. They also experienced their very first
Circle Time in grade 2 and it was an all-new experience from the previously online time they
had.

II.

ICT

GRADE 1
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A computer has some wonderful features that makes it smart. That’s what the learners in
grade 1 were exposed to. They were able to differentiate with examples natural and manmade things and identify various types of machines which are used in our day-to-day life.

GRADE 2
School computer labs supplement classroom learning and for learners’ computer labs create
inclusive, structured learning environments. So, it was very essential for learners in Grade 2
to learn about the various computer lab rules that they must follow. They identified the
various parts of a computer and classified them into input and output devices.

III.

ART

Grade 1
Line – Element Of Art
Learners
familiarized
themselves with the different
types of lines. They combined
lines to form shapes and finally
combined lines and shapes to
create figures.
Grade 2
Lines, Shapes And Colours
The little artists of Grade 2 drew
themselves using lines and
shapes, around which they drew
all things that they love. It being
their first art class, their art was based on free expressions along with practising the lines
and shapes.
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IV.

DANCE

Grade 1 and 2
With so many new faces in
class, it was important
that we all got to know
each other and did away
with the butterflies in our
stomachs that generally
arrive on the first day of
any new meeting. Learners of Grade 1 and 2 were introduced to my ‘Happy Hat’ covered in
smiley faces and infused with the ability to give anyone blazing confidence to stand in the
spotlight, introduce themselves and dance. I saw some interesting moves and obtained some
fascinating details about what makes them happy.
Our next dance lesson involved learning about 4 basic upper body movements used in dance.
The children had to learn how to perform all 4 moves whilst maintaining basic (step touch)
footwork.

V.

DRAMA

Grade 1 and 2:
The new academic year got off to a fun
start with warm up activities like FINGERS
TO FEET, ENERGY BALL and WHEN THE
BIG WIND BLOWS. Learners sweated it
out but did not complain! Some of the
other activities we enjoyed were
EXPRESSIONS OF SUMMER, where-in
learners had to mime on things we eat in summer (most ate mangoes) and one thing we did
in summer (most went swimming).

VI.

HINDI

Grade-1 and 2

Activity-based learning plays / skits have an important role in
teaching the learners to collaborate, communicate, interact and
work in a team. Learners in both Grades formed impromptu
two-person dialogues with the teacher, whilst introducing
themselves and sharing more about their likes and dislikes.
Students also started learning Hindi letters.
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VII. FRENCH

Grade-1

Phonics class! Grade 1 learners have started learning the sounds
of the letters of the French alphabet. They are focusing on
enhancing their speaking and listening skills. They are
identifying the vocabulary of the French alphabet and practicing
the pronunciation of the same. In the combined class, they
watched a story based on gratitude, affection and reflected on
the same.

Grade-2
Grade 2 learners revised the basics and
practised the phonics of the French
alphabet. They are enhancing their writing
skills and focusing on the spellings of words.
In the combined class with Grade 1 they
watched a story based on relationship and
communication skills and on the same.

VIII. MUSIC
Grade 1 and 2
The academic year
began with a new
song, ‘Drink More
Water’ keeping in
mind the scorching
heat and soaring
temperature in Goa.
The learners were
also given a chance to perform their own songs creating their groups.

IX.

P.E.

Grade 1 and 2
This month during P.E. class, we introduced the learners to a series of various activities
related to basic warm-up exercises from top to bottom of the body to improve the joint
mobility and developing the fundamental movement skills. The learners were introduced to
the locomotor skills and the terminologies, understanding and identifying the two locomotor
skills, walking and running. Learners were engaged in outdoor warm-up exercises in game
form ‘passing the ball’ and the other activities which aimed to improve their walking and
running skills. The games they enjoyed the most were: walking- ‘walking in the jungle’
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running- ‘Tiger, Tiger what’s the time’, ‘catch the tiger’, ice cream and volcanoes warm - up
session.

NEWS FROM EACH GRADE
GRADE 1
English:
“The
noblest
pleasure is the joy of
understanding,”
said
Leonardo Da Vinci. The young
minds of Grade 1 are getting
acclimated with listening to
stories and comprehending
the essence of it. With
grammar concepts being
introduced, learners
are
delving deeper into understanding texts.
Math: Taking steps is easy, but as the steps turn
to jumps the going gets tough. The little ones of
Grade 1 have braved their way through their first
few weeks in the primary as they counted their
way through new experiences.
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Science:
Taking cues from a fox that explores his surroundings at night, shadow story and experiment,
class discussions take on a whole new element of twists and turns as the learners of Grade 1
uncovered the world of Light.

GRADE 2
English:
“Teaching is not about information. It’s about having an honest, intellectual relationship with
your student,” said the famous mathematician Paul Lockhart.
No matter which level of education you're
teaching, knowing your learners is necessary to
create a safe, respectful and productive learning
environment. With this objective in mind, we had
many interactive sessions with the new batch of
Grade 2, where learners were encouraged to
speak about themselves, share their likes,
interests, through fun games and activities.
Learners also were assessed on previous
knowledge to bridge gaps in learning and
teaching. Learners focussed on parts of speech,
nouns and adjectives, where they watched videos,
had quizzes and solved worksheets. Learners
focussed on classifying nouns into two categories- Proper Nouns and Common Nouns.
Learners have also recapitulated on verbs and shall be focussing on tenses. They worked
with letters of the alphabets and came up with verbs from each letter. Few words that
learners came up with were: Adapting, Acing, Adopting, Banking, Blurring and so on , thereby
enriching their vocabulary.
Mathematics:
Place value is one of the key concepts in Mathematics. Understanding place value will
follow learners through their mathematics journey. With this understanding, learners
will be able to re-group, add and subtract multi-digit numbers and more difficult
computations. Keeping this in mind the learners worked with manipulatives to identify
the digits in a number. Initially with the help of a number grid, the learners recognised
numbers that are 10 more, 10 less, 1 more, 1 less.
Science:
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Children’s learning is much more powerful when they build it themselves. Currently learning
the topic on ‘Plants are living things’, the learners first got a thorough understanding of what
makes a thing living, non-living or no longer living. Walking through the school premises, the
learners identified different things and sorted them in the correct category. They later
discussed and created a mind map on what the characteristics of a living thing are.

With that we end the 1st edition of the Newsletter this year. We look forward to the rest of the
Academic Year 2022 – 2023 being eventful and successful!
Happy holidays to all the readers! Time will no doubt fly we will be with you soon.
Regards
The Gera School
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