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Thriving, not
just surviving!
Hope rung in the air earlier in the year and all of us
at TGS thought we’d see our learners back in
school. However, the advent of the third wave
turned hope into reality and once again, we were
back in front of our screens for online learning 2.0
As teachers, we started off this new academic year
carrying with us all the lessons we learned last year
and with a renewed enthusiasm to make this year a
better one for our learners and our school. Charles
Darwin once said, “It is not the strongest or the
most intelligent who will survive, but those who
can best manage change.” And manage we have!
Through the course of the last year, we saw the
evident impact the pandemic had on children. Yet,
while this entire situation has impacted children in
a number of ways, they haven’t just survived,
they’ve thrived! Their creative spirit has continued
to shine forth and as teachers, it brings us immense
joy to see it so.
Our learners have adapted to a situation like no
other and consistently flourished under these
circumstances. Be it answering exams and
assessments, participating in talent shows, spelling
bees, and so much more, they have adapted. Each
and every one of us has borne the brunt of this
pandemic, in different ways. Yet, we’re still here,
facing this challenge head on.
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During our induction classes, a number of my students
talked about their experience with COVID, either their
own or a of a family member. They spoke about how
difficult it was for them, but, they also spoke about all
they did to help their families during that situation. It
was heartwarming to hear their experiences that were
testaments to their indomitable spirit to survive and
thrive.
This edition of Meraki displays our learners’ thriving
spirit. To all our teachers who have been guiding lights
for our learners in this time of online learning and a
source of encouragement to your students to keep their
creative spirit going, thank you all. And to you, our
lovely learners, kudos to you for thriving through it all.
Best wishes to each and everyone of you for a new
academic year. Stay strong, be brave, inspire.

-Ms Malavika Silveira

“It is not the
strongest of
the species
that survives,
nor the most
intelligent; it is
the one most
adaptable to
change.”
-Charles Darwin

Art for Art 's Sake
I would say art is created with intent but requires expression. The view that “Art is
imitation (representation)” has not only been challenged, it has been at death's door!
Usually when you visit an art gallery you tend to see art
which looks lazy and incomplete while there are some
pieces of art that end up looking like masterpieces.
Which means the artist has probably created the lazy
piece using intent to make it look incomplete. Although,
there is abstract art which expresses the truth rather than
deafening it. But you have to decrypt the message.

What do you think this means?
Well, people have different ways of expressing their
emotions; for example, you may think that this means a
rat is a peaceful creature that comes across as nasty, but
there might be some people who think rats are creatures
that look really harmless but can end up causing mass
destruction. That’s what you call abstract art!

Still Life with Jug and
African Bowl by Ernst
Kirchner

"Art is not what the artist sees, art is what the
artist makes you see"
– Edgar Degas

02

MERAKI| APR & JUNE '21

Why do you think this artist made
this statement?
Well the artist wants to show that rather than
art being taken in the artist’s point of view he
wants others to see what this means to you and
on what basis this was created. Therefore, I
have come to a conclusion that art takes a little
bit of both Intent and also Expression!
- Keith Alemao, Grade 8

ALWAYS PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD
One hot summer’s day, I was participating in a duathlon event. We arrived at the
beautiful Peddem stadium in Mapusa at 6 am.
I got in the water and started warming up for my race. The race started and all the other
participants shot off. At the time, I was a very poor swimmer and so I was last in the
whole lane. I was hardly moving forward. Somehow, I finished my swim and got out of
the pool quickly, changed and went to the tracks. The other girl in my age group was
very far ahead of me, but I slowly caught up with her and overtook her a little before
the finish line. I had won in spite of coming out of the pool last.
Later, my papa came over and hugged me and told me I won because I always put my
best foot forward in everything I do.
-Recount by Maya Alvares, Grade 4

At a Glance
A review of Charlie Mackesy’s book – The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse
Everyone finds themselves sometime or the other in grave
situations where words of wisdom come to one's rescue. At
an arm's reach, ‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’
awards you with quotes, stories, jests and smiles.
The Boy is a lonely soul ambling through the countryside.
He is full of questions and stumbles upon a Mole. This
mole is a funny cake-loving mammal. He further discovers
something more than cake, that lasts longer and is better- a
hug.
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Together they explore the wild and meet the Fox. The
Fox was caught in a snare but the mole’s kindness sets
him free. He is a silent weeper hurt by his past.
Throughout the book he doesn’t say much. Along the
way, they meet the Horse. The horse is the most majestic
of them all. Physically the largest, the horse carries them
on their adventures in the wild, teaching miraculous
lessons throughout their journey.
The book revolves around the adventures these four
friends experience in the wild. As the book moves
forward, the story pulls through different seasons like
springtime, summer and the snowy winter.
The forest is damp and the trees are ravaged by the windy blow, challenging the
courage and fear of the four characters. They encounter a storm and the horse advises
them to concentrate on love and the things under their nose. As they watch a shooting
star pass by, the boy learns that home is not always a single place but a moving comfort
zone.
This graphic novel gives a picturesque representation
of every scene and story. The pictures appeal to all ages
which give the book a powerful and touching
atmosphere. The book is inclined towards emotions of
relief, sorrow and happiness. It urges you to feel
refreshed and awestruck by its incidents and words. It
is a piece of art. At a glance the book has the power to
change lives. The vocabulary is at an elemental level
displaying the book’s simplistic profoundness.
Unequalled, the theme of the book is timeless and is
applicable for people from all cultures and times.

“Doing nothing
with friends, is never
doing nothing, is it?”

“We often wait for kindness...but being kind to yourself can
start now.”
The book is packed with eye-swelling quotations that
relate with anybody and everybody. Charlie Mackesy
shows us that friendship, love and the ability to express
are important and present in all of us.
-Lucius De Almeida, Grade 9

Mr. Fox is a handsome and charming fox. He is sneaky and cunning and
sly as he steals the chickens, turkeys and geese from the three farmers.
He is kind and loving to his wife and children. He always protected them
from the mean and rude farmers. When the farmers trapped the
animals, he cleverly stole the food from them and fed his family and
friends.
-Character portrait by Fiona, Grade 3
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My Encounter with the Goddess Iris
It was a rainy Sunday afternoon when my friend Lilly and I decided to take a walk in
the rain. We grabbed our umbrellas and put on sweaters. Lilly and I love the rain, the
smell of grass, the trees and vines swaying with the wind. We got ready and headed
for a walk, we were at Cherry Lane when the rain started to stop. On the left side
there was a beautiful lush green meadow. Once all the rain stopped, we saw a woman
standing on a cloud and making a rainbow. We were intrigued! So we went over to
say hello.
“Uhh hi!” said Lilly. “Hold on a second, kids, I'm almost done with the rainbow” said the
woman. She then flew down from the cloud and grabbed the cloud in her clutch and
put it in her satchel. She tucked her long blonde hair behind her ear and adjusted her
glimmering white silk dress. “So what is it?” asked the woman, “Well we were just
wondering how you got up on the cloud and how you were able to fly and make rainbows” I
exclaimed. “Oh well I'm Goddess Iris! The goddess of the rainbow.” “You’re goddess Iris? We
learnt all about you in school, I didn’t even think you were real!” I said in delight.
Iris chuckled and started packing her things, she had a sketch book, some flowers,
and bark and berries. “You girls look like you're starving. Why don’t you come over to my
cottage with me, I’ll make you some delicious food!” said Iris. “Of course!” said Lilly in
delight. We started walking down the hill and saw a small cottage with smoke coming
out of the chimney and vines falling from the roof. We got to the front door and Iris
grabbed some letters from her mailbox. We got into the house and Iris pointed to a
small shelf and said, “Shoes go over there.” Lilly and I were taking off our shoes when
we smelled delicious freshly baked cookies!
“Would you girls fancy some freshly baked almond chip cookies?” asked Iris. “Almond chip?
Isn't it supposed to be chocolate chips?” asked Lilly, “Well I can’t get chocolate here” said Iris.
Lilly and I nodded along. Iris got us the almond cookies, lavender tea for me and
ginger tea for Lilly , and it was delicious! “Iris, could you please show us around your
cottage?” I asked politely, “Of course!” We followed Iris, the first place she took us to
was the living room. It was beautiful. She had a green couch with a blue throw
blanket. The next place was the bathroom - she had a rustic wooden bathtub and a
sink with a vase of orchids next to it. The next place was her bedroom. She had a
wooden bed frame with a soft mattress and a white duvet. Once she had shown us
her house, we went back down to finish our snacks. When we finished we helped Iris
in her garden by harvesting some berries. After a while Iris had to go get a message
from Goddess Athena and deliver it to Zeus. When she was getting ready to head out
it was also time for us to get back home, “Bye Iris!” said Lilly and I. “Bye!” Said Iris.

-Nida Khan, Grade 7
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As you sow...
Once upon a time, there were three kids. Their names were Bruno, Max and Jamie.
One day, when the three kids were coming back from school, they saw a candy store.
As soon as they saw the store, they began craving for candy. When they went inside,
they saw that the shopkeeper was a very plump man. They started laughing at him,
teasing him and called him all sorts of nasty names. The man kicked them out of the
store.
Thereafter, they started going to the shop and making fun of the shopkeeper everyday.
At one point they even managed to gather a crowd around the store! One day when
Bruno, Max and Jamie went to school, everything seemed to be going wrong for them.
Their classmates were mean and rude to them and they got several scoldings from
their teachers. They even got detention 4 times, even though they didn’t do anything
wrong!
When school ended, they started wondering, “Did all this happen because
we were rude to the candy man?” They went to the candy store again,
hoping that if they were nice to him, all this would stop. When they went
inside, they bought 10 of the most expensive candies each and even gave
him $50 extra and apologized for their mean behaviour.
A few days later, they went back to school, hoping that the worst was
over. When they entered, they were surprised! Everyone was nice to
them, and they didn't get a single scolding! From that day on, they never
bullied anyone again.
Moral of the story: As you sow, so shall you reap.
–Ujaan Mukherjee, Grade 4

The Joy of the
Monsoon

Monsoon! It’s time for the sweet earthy smell, the
tiny droplets on the window panes, the thundering
sound of the rain and for falling in love once again.
It has the power to add beauty to nature. Everything
around is bright, alive and beautiful. I enjoyed
painting rainy sceneries and boats and it was a fun
way to show that there are creative things to do
when it rains and that we don't need to be buried in a
gadget.
– Nathaniel Morreia,
Grade 2
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Our Way Forward
A Coca Cola Initiative
Introduction

Our way Forward is an initiative by Coca-Cola that will change the company
drastically over the next few years. Coca-Cola as a company will be expanding their
product range and will introduce new products like tea, coconut water, coffee and
healthy juices. They will also be making their current products healthier and stop
marketing to children under the age of twelve.

Why is Coke doing this?

To get more people to start drinking coke products.
Nowadays consumers are extremely conscious about what they consume. More and
more companies are trying to be eco-friendly and provide healthier alternatives to
keep customers. Coke tried doing this by introducing diet coke but sugar substitutes
were still harmful. Coke is trying different alternatives with this new campaign.
They will make smaller options and have options with less sugar and will make
healthier options more available.
It is fairly obvious that Coke is doing this as a marketing strategy. By making such a
big commitment and displaying it publicly, many news channels and sites would
have written a story about it, essentially giving them free publicity. It will also
attract new customers and other customers from their competitors.

What will Coke Achieve?

In their pledge, they stated that they will stop advertisements to children under the age
of twelve, but I suspect that they will still advertise their juices and healthier products
to children. This will make Coke seem like a more family friendly brand. What coke
also wants to achieve is to make an ecosystem where all the beverages a person uses is
coke. An average working adult would start their day of with coffee, then have juice
midday, then have some exotic coconut water with some food for lunch. In the
evening they would have a warm cup of tea and then open a cold drink for dinner. By
making a product in every category, they can create an ecosystem where consumers
only need Coke beverages to sustain them, essentially making a monopoly to seize
control of the entire beverage industry.
- Kabir Gadre, Grade 9
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Rhyme time

A Sticky Situation

Spring
Serenity

I left the kitchen
And heard a big bang!
When I walked into my
room,
My sister was playing with
her boomerang

Spring is reborn anew;
The season for blooming has
been summoned,
I can listen to the euphonious
songs of the cuckoo,
The balance amongst nature
has toughened.

I left the room
And heard a sound kathump!
I looked outside my window,
It was the trash from the
dump!

Blossoming flowers awakening
their elegance,
Unique birds singing in
harmonic melody,
It is the delicacy of nature's
intelligence,
No mortal shall ever eradicate
the spring's serenity.

-Armaan Shaikh, Grade 5

A Day at the

I gaze at the incredible blue hue
up above;
I take a glimpse at the gorgeous
green down below,
How phenomenal is this
tranquility that I love,
I can feel nature's essence and
the pleasant breeze that blows.

Park
We went to the park one day
We took our toys and began
to play
We even sang some Eminem
We went to the ice cream
stand
The shopkeeper had so
many flavours of them!

This is the beauty of Spring
serenity,
The blooming of life integrated
with nature’s vitality.
A poet is, before
anything else, a person
who is passionately in
love with the language.

-Juvel Joseph, Grade 7
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I ran into the kitchen
And heard a loud clatter
I saw my mom
And asked her, "What's the
matter?"

- W.H. Auden

While we were going back
home,
We saw a hat shaped like a
cone!

-Udit Kulkarni, Grade 4
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The End of
the World
There is only one more day,
One last time to live,
Until it all goes away,
What's the king's motive?
They said it would all be okay,
But look at where we are now,
They expect us to sit back and
watch our world end on
display,
Why should we suffer while
they have a powwow?
Day by day,
The world is crumbling,
Is there really no other way?
Why is this happening?
We didn't know it would all
end so soon,
Well, let's enjoy one last sunny
afternoon.
-Sonnet by Kaya Kholkar,
Grade 7

Icy treats,
Cold and sweet.
Everlasting coolness,
Coming in with a scoop of
boldness.
Running in to get a taste,
Emily you better not waste.
Arguing with mom for some,
Made with love so you better
come.
-An Acrostic Poem by Hannah
Vales

Amazing
Alliteration!
er
Life is bett
y
with poetr

Timmy tried thinking tough thoughts
While Windy won one race
Peter presented potato peels
Jenny jotted jam and bread
Sandy Sinna sold solid sequences
Donn the dog doesn't dance.
-Vruddhi Rajani, Grade 5

Ajii (Grandmother)
You are the best,
You teach me like a mother bird in a
nest. Your mind is full of fun,
One thing which you like to do is to
run.
You tell us so much about you,
I love everything that you do.
You tell us about your childhood, even
stories about trains that carry goods.
You eat all kinds of foods,
All foods you eat, they change your
mood. These foods are good,
Sometimes in parties you wear hoods.
You love to go out,
You will always say no doubt
You like to relax.
You like to see new things
You love to stay fit.
When you exercise your mind is lit. You
are getting fit everyday,
You are not like kids but you like to
play.
You like to read books,
Not fairy tales with hooks.
You instead read about god.
And then teach it to me a lot.
You love to sing songs,
The way you sing it never goes wrong.
Singing is what you like.
For you its much better than a hike.
-Saanchie Kelkar, Grade 4
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Twinkle Twinkle Our Little Stars
(Pre-primary)
Once upon a time, there were
some ladies who were standing
in a queue outside a shop. The
first lady dropped her shopping
bag, luckily the second lady
noticed the first lady’s shopping
bag. She gave the first lady her
shopping bag back. The first
lady was grateful and thanked
the lady who helped her.

-Ordinal number story by Chloe
Alemao, Grade 1

An act of kindness by our little munchkin of
Nursery, Fatima Beig, who placed a bowl of
water for the birds during the Hydration
Week.

Wet your hands with water.
Apply liquid soap.
Scrub hands for at least 20 seconds, remembering to
wash both front and back of hands, as well as in
between fingers.
Rinse thoroughly with running water.
Dry hands with a single use paper towel or air dryer.

A culmination
to the story
‘The Milkmaid
and her Pail’
Meher Bawa
had fun doing
the milking
activity at
home.

Our tiny tots of Nursery (Clara Lopez and Meher Bawa)
demonstrating the correct method of washing hands.
10
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Chhavi

Les mots Francais

Mon jour préféré
Mon jour préféré est le samedi. J’aime le samedi parce que c’est le weekend, et je n’ai pas
l'école. Avant Covid19, je sortais souvent avec mes amis. Par exemple, quand j'étais en
6eme, j'étais chez mon ami, et nous sommes allés acheter de la glace d'eau dans un petit
magasin local. Après ça, nous avons marché dans sa quartier et les bois près de sa
maison.
Un autre exemple est quand j'étais chez elle, deux des nos amis ont demandé de les aider
avec un stand de limonade. Nous sommes allés au magasin pour acheter de la poudre de
limonade. Je les ai aidé avec des signes, mon amie les a aidé avec la cherche pour une
table pour le stand, mes autres amies ont aidé pour faire de la limonade. Après cela,
nous sommes allés chercher un endroit pour notre stand, nous avons pris le stand près
de la maison de mon amie. Nous avons vendu beaucoup de limonade, et fait environ $510 chacun.
Pour un exemple final, en 7eme, nous sommes allés au centre commercial pour
l'anniversaire de mon amie. Nous avons marché pendant 1-2 heures et sommes allés à
notre magasins favori. Après ça, nous mangeons de la pizza et de la pâte dans l' aire de
restauration. Finalement, nous avons marché un peu plus longtemps. C'était très
amusant, et une bonne expérience.
Pour conclure, mon jour préféré est le samedi parce que c’est le weekend et j’ai
beaucoup de souvenirs du samedi avec mes amis.
-Mantra Tengase, Grade 9
11

MERAKI| APR & JUNE '21

Mon jour préféré
Bonjour, je m’appelle Lucius. Mon jour préféré est le vendredi. Je peux dormir
plus tard, je me relaxe après l'école et reporte les devoirs pour le weekend. Et
aussi, les enseignants font des classes très faciles parce que c’est le dernier jour de
la semaine école.
Un vendredi dans ma vie, j’ai passé une nuit chez mon cousin, nous avons regardé
un film jusqu'à douze heures. Un autre vendredi, j’ai passé une nuit chez mon
ami, nous avons joué à un jeu vidéo jusqu'à onze heures. Beaucoup des vendredis
de ma vie, je me couche plus tard pour regarder des films ou un match de foot. Je
peux aussi se souvenir d’un vendredi, quand ma famille et moi, nous sommes
allés au restaurant, nous sommes retournés chez nous à douze heures! Cette nuit,
nous sommes allés à la Barbecue Nation et nous sommes allés au café chocolat
aussi.
Le meilleur vendredi de ma vie, c'est mon anniversaire à la plage avec tous mes
amis. Nous sommes allés nager dans la mer et aussi nager dans la piscine.
- Lucius De Almeida,
Grade 9

Colours of their own

-Abaan Khan, Grade 2

- by Aman Kamat, Grade
9
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-Kiara Jhunjhunwala, Grade
4
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-Chantel Fernandes,
Grade 2

-Gaurang Korgaonkar,
Grade 6

-Ved Phaldesai, Grade 3

-Megan de Souza, Grade 4

-Keira Pereira, Grade 5
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-Ananya Vyas, Grade 9
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- Jayden Rebello, Grade 5

-Amaara Shaikh, Grade 2

-Bushra Khan, Grade 2

- Haneen Shaikh, Grade 3
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-Tiago Monte Da Silva Sidhu,
Grade 1

-Udit Kulkarni, Grade 4
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-Siya Shankar, Grade 1

-Rajveer Verenkar, Grade 2

-Nathan Fernandes, Grade 3

-Saanchie Kelkar, Grade 4

-Nyla Gomes, Grade 2
15
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Teacher's Corner
Confidence and Self-Belief
Over the years, I've read many great classics on the subject of building confidence,
self-esteem, belief in oneself, whatever it is you'd like to call it. There are different
terms for it, but it's generally the same thing– I am a live example of this because I
never had the courage to speak in public or to express my views in front of all. I often
thought of confidence as something that the lucky few are born with and the rest are
left wishing for. But it was one day that I came across this quote, and there was a
twist in my life. It said:
Believe in yourself! Have faith in your abilities! Without humble but reasonable confidence in
your own powers, you cannot be successful or happy. - ‘Norman Vincent Peale’
Then I asked myself a question, But what is confidence, anyway? And then I got my
answer….
Confidence is not a fixed attribute; it’s the outcome of the thoughts we think and the
actions we take. No more; no less. It is not based on our actual ability to succeed at a
task but our belief in our ability to succeed. For instance:
Our belief in our ability to speak in front of an audience
0ur belief in our ability to learn a new technology
Our belief in our ability to lead a team
Our belief in our ability to handle confrontation or manage conflict
The reason that so many people never fulfil their potential is not a lack of
intelligence, opportunity or resources, but a lack of belief in themselves. It's been
long established that the beliefs we hold – true or otherwise - direct our actions and
shape our lives. The good news is that new research into neural plasticity reveals that
we can rewire our brains in ways that affect our thoughts and behaviour at any age.
This means that no matter how timid or doubt-laden you've been up to now,
building self-confidence is largely what psychologists called doing something
'volitionally' or "By choice."
With consistent effort, and the courage to take a risk, we can gradually expand our
confidence, and with it, our capacity to build more of it! So, let’s develop the belief in
ourselves and we can accomplish what we set out to do, however small or large.
Without it, you can do little, with it, you can do anything.
-Ms Geetanjali Naik
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