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PRE-P	
	
Dear	everyone,	
“Clouds	 come	 floating	 into	my	 life,	 no	 longer	 to	 carry	 rain	or	usher	 storm,	but	 to	add	 colour	 to	my	
sunset	sky.”	–	Rabindranath	Tagore		

When	the	sky	is	covered	with	dark	clouds	and	it	starts	raining,	I	often	listen	to	the	patter	of	soft	rain	
on	 the	 roof	of	my	 house.	 	This	melody	 of	 nature	 brings	 to	my	mind	 the	 carefree	 days	 of	my	
childhood,	when	I	enjoyed	playing	in	the	rain	with	my	friends.	As	little	girls,	we	used	to	put	on	
some	old	clothes	and	go	outside	and	play.	Using	newspapers,	we	would	make	some	of	the	best	
rainy	day	sailing	ships,	find	a	puddle	and	set	sail.			

Today’s	rain	has	no	grandeur	of	the	past:	it	is	as	if	the	monsoon	season	is	focused	on	economy	
and	a	bit	of	 inconvenience.	 I	don’t	see	the	revelry	of	 the	yesteryear’s	 thunder,	 lightning,	rain	
and	 breeze.	 Rains	 of	 the	 past	 had	 a	 song	 and	 dance,	 a	 rhythm	 and	 a	 beat.	 These	 days	 the	
monsoon	seems	to	be	gripped	by	the	jaws	of	ageing,	by	ideas	of	calculation	and	bookkeeping,	
by	concerns	of	catching	a	cold.	Parents	are	scared,	anxious	and	extra	careful.	They	stop	the	kids	
from	getting	drenched	or	jumping	in	muddy	puddles	and	so	on.	But	I	really	feel	we	should	let	
them	be.	What’s	childhood	without	some	fun?	A	few	extra	dirty	clothes	to	be	washed	is	totally	
worth	all	the	priceless	childhood	memories	created.		
Let	the	child	in	everyone	come	out	for	a	while.	Is	it	crazy?	Let’s	collect	water	in	our	palm	and	
think	 that	 we	 saved	 the	 Earth!	 But,	 this	 craziness	 is	 needed	 for	 a	 smile	 in	 this	 judgmental	
world.	Let’s	all	be	a	 little	 imperfect	 and	enjoy	 rain	without	bothering	that	our	hair	 is	getting	
wet.		
“When	 Benjamin	 Franklin,	 the	 famous	 inventor	 and	 publisher,	 was	 serving	 as	 the	 American	
ambassador	to	France,	he	often	impressed	French	intellectuals	with	the	wisdom	of	his	remarks.	
At	one	dinner,	the	question	was	raised,	“What	human	condition	deserves	the	most	pity?”	Each	
of	 the	guests	 responded,	but	 the	answer	 that	 is	 still	 remembered	 is	Benjamin	Franklin’s:	 	 “A	
lonesome	man	on	a	rainy	day	who	does	not	know	how	to	read.”					
So,	 after	we’ve	had	 some	good	 fun	 in	 the	 rain	and	dried	ourselves,	 let’s	sit	near	 the	window	
with	 our	 favourite	 book	 and	 a	 cup	 of	 hot	 chocolate,	 coffee	 or	 tea;	 then,	 as	 a	 family,	 let’s	 sit	
together	to	have	the	rainy	day	special	snacks	and	read	this	edition	of	the	Newsletter.			
	

HAPPY	READING!	

Ms	Suparna	Das	
COORDINATOR:	PRIMARY	SECTION	
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NEWS	FROM	MIDDLE	SCHOOL	&	IGCSE	
EVENTS	
I. Music	and	Dance	Festival		

“Ah	music,”	he	 said,	wiping	 his	 eyes.	 “A	magic	 beyond	 all	we	 do	 here!”	 –	 says	 a	 J.K.	
Rowling	 character	 very	 rightly.	 The	 Secondary	 School	 was	 seen	 as	 one	 big	 happy	
family	 on	 the	 day	 of	 the	Music	 and	 Dance	 Festival	 as	 they	 cheered	 for	 their	 peers,	
younger	and	older,	who	showed	courage	to	get	up	on	stage	and	express	themselves	in	
melody.		
The	festival	marked	a	celebration	of	an	innate	love	for	music	we	all	share.	There	was	a	
host	of	performances	ranging	from	instrumental	to	solos	to	group	acts.	The	young	lads	
of	Grade	6	sure	did	steal	the	show	with	their	swimming	in	sync	act!		
	

	
NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

I.	CIRCLE	TIME/	LEADERSHIP	CURRICULUM		
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Grade	6	

	The	 learners	 of	 Grade	 6	 have	 been	 analysing	 their	 thoughts	 and	 learning	 how	 important	
emotional	intelligence	is.	When	a	child	is	given	the	opportunity	not	only	to	think,	but	to	feel	as	
well,	 he/she	 has	 a	 whole	 world	 of	 opportunity	 to	 make	 better	 choices	 presented	 to	 them.	
Learners	also	worked	in	groups	to	analyse	news	articles,	some	of	which	indicated	a	drastic	lack	
of	emotional	intelligence.	As	they	worked	together	and	listened	to	the	perspectives	of	others,	
they	were	able	to	see	beyond	themselves	and	their	feelings.	
Grade	7	

		The	learners	of	Grade	7	learnt	how	working	in	a	group	could	accelerate	learning	and	provide	
an	opportunity	 for	more	 information	and	knowledge	to	be	shared.	Their	 task	was	to	analyse	
articles	 for	 emotional	 intelligence	 and	 lack	 thereof.	 In	 doing	 so,	 they	 were	 able	 to	 remove	
themselves	from	the	confines	of	their	classroom	and	state	and	to	be	given	the	opportunity	to	
think	 beyond	 their	 own	 feelings.	 They	 discussed	 their	 feelings	 about	 situations	 around	 the	
world	that	they	had	strong	feelings	and	opinions	about	and	were	allowed	to	speak	uninhibited.		
	

Grade	8	
The	learners	of	Grade	8	always	have	a	brilliant	way	of	sharing	their	opinions	and	feelings.	
This	fortnight,	Emotional	intelligence	was	the	central	theme	and	they	were	given	a	range	of	
current	affairs	to	discuss.	Some	groups	spoke	about	war,	calamities	and	crises	happening	
in	various	parts	of	the	world.	They	analysed	these	situations	and	were	able	to	understand	
the	 feelings	 behind	 them.	 They	 identified	 how	 the	 world	 could	 do	 better	 if	 emotional	
intelligence	was	more	focused	on	and	if	we	chose	to	be	more	compassionate.		

	
	
Grade	9	

The	 learners	 of	 Grade	 9	 were	 asked	 to	 analyse	 music	 and	 find	 emotional	 triggers	 in	
themselves.	 They	 were	 then	 put	 in	 groups	 and	 made	 to	 express	 their	 opinions	 on	 some	
current	 affairs.	 They	 learnt	 how	 important	 it	 was	 to	 hone	 emotional	 intelligence	 and	 also	
concluded	that	a	lot	of	the	issues	we	encounter	as	a	nation	and	a	world	are	pushed	forward	by	
the	 lack	 of	 awareness	 of	 the	 feelings	 of	 others.	 Learning	 how	 to	 collaborate	 and	work	 in	 a	
group	as	well	were	focussed	on	during	these	classes.		
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Grade	10	

	
This	 fortnight,	 the	 learners	 of	 grade	 10	 discussed	 a	 crisis	 and	 identified	 feelings	 that	 the	
characters	 involved	 had	 gone	 through.	 The	 following	week,	we	 got	 slipped	 into	 a	discussion	
about	being	respectful	for	people	with	disabilities.	This	was	a	much	needed	discussion	to	help	
them	 understand	 that	 every	 human	 being	 is	 important	 and	 deserves	 to	 be	 treated	 with	
kindness	and	consideration.		
	

	
II. ICT	

Learners	of	Grade	6	worked	on	making	program	interfaces	in	Scratch.	They	were	also	able	to	
use	the	Python	shell	for	inputs	and	outputs,	and	were	able	to	make	variables	and	give	it	a	value.	
Learners	were	also	taught	to	understand	and	decode	error	messages.	
Grade	7	 learners	revised	their	Python	concepts,	and	were	able	 to	create,	append,	delete	and	
print	 lists	 using	 Python	 codes.	 They	 also	 worked	 on	 using	 the	 counter-controlled	 and	
condition-controlled	loops	in	their	programs.	
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Learners	 of	 Grade	 8	 were	 introduced	 to	 MS	
DOS	 (Disk	 operating	 systems)/Terminal.	 They	
were	able	to	see	how	the	computer	creates	files	
and	folders	in	the	back-end	using	the	same.	
	
Grade	 10	 learners	 learnt	 about	 the	 various	
different	input	and	output	devices.	To	make	it	a	

little	more	fun,	this	topic	was	covered	using	the	‘Flip	class’	technique.		Learners	were	asked	to	
create	presentations	on	the	topic,	and	explain	the	same	to	their	classmates;	while	the	teacher	
pitched	in	wherever	required.	They	also	learnt	about	the	different	types	of	sensors	available,	
along	with	the	applications	in	our	day-to-day	lives.	Learners	further	went	into	learning	about	
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the	memory	storage	(primary	and	secondary)	in	a	computer.	
	
III. ART	

The	 students	 of	 Grade	 6	 have	 been	 creating	 visual	 illusion	 drawings.	 This	 activity	 was	
challenging	 as	 it	made	 the	 students	 stretch	 their	 drawing	 skills	 and	 draw	 an	 illusion	 using	
straight	and	curved	 lines	 in	a	definite	 sequence.	They	have	also	been	drawing	and	painting	
images	from	their	imagination.	This	task	helped	them	express	themselves	creatively.	

							
The	students	of	Grade	7	 are	 learning	about	 “Amorphous”	 shapes	and	used	 these	 shapes	 to	
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paint/collage	a	picture	of	a	Tree.	Amorphous	shapes	are	not	definite	in	size	or	form.	They	are	
organic	and	not	accurate;	hence;	they	can	be	adjusted	to	create	a	variety	of	images.	
					
	The	 students	 of	 Grade	 8	 have	 explored	 the	Wax-resist	 painting	 technique.	 They	 used	 oil	
pastels	 to	draw	Turtles	and	gave	their	work	a	watercolour	wash	which	helped	highlight	 the	
pastel	drawing.	
Grade	9	Students	from	Gr	9	explored	the	concept	of	Dual	Portraiture,	depicting	two	sides	of	
themselves	 through	 a	 portrait	 drawing/painting.	 This	 activity	 helped	 them	 introspect	 and	
express	their	inner	thoughts	and	emotions.	
Grade	10	students	worked	on	a	grid	portrait,	including	expression	of	emotions	and	thoughts	
visually.	The	result	is	an	interesting	expression	of	vivid	colours	and	brush	strokes.		
 

IV. DANCE		
Grades	6	and	7	were	taught	basic	 Jazz	
dance	moves	like	the	Charleston,	Lindy	
Hop,	 Jazzwalks,	 the	 Jazz	 square	 and	
pivot	 turns.	 We	 are	 also	 learning	 to	
dance	to	a	set	choreography	to	“Wake	
me	 up,	 Before	 you	 go”	 by	 George	
Michael,	 which	 is	 fast	 paced	 and	
energetic.	 Students	 have	 learned	 how	
to	perform	a	Dance	Canon	(which	 is	a	
dance	technique	that	requires	dancers	to	take	turns	to	perform	a	movement.)	

	
V. DRAMA		

Students	 were	 randomly	 assigned	 monologues,	
which	they	have	to	memorise	and	present	at	a	later	
date	for	a	proposed	Inter-house	competition.	
Grade	 6	 &	 7	 were	 assigned	 monologues	 from	 a	
collection	by	Mike	Kimmel.	
Grade	8	was	assigned	Classic	Monologues.	
Grades	 9	 &	 10	 were	 assigned	 Shakespeare	
soliloquies.	
Besides	this,	students	 from	Grade	8	to	10	are	working	 in	groups,	 individually	and	 in	pairs	 to	
present	a	PPT	on	famous	plays	by	noted	playwright,	including	Shakespeare.	
	
VI. HINDI	
Grade	6		

The	 students	 learned	 about	 ‘Viram	Chihn’	 (Punctuations)	 such	 as	poornviram,prashnavachak	
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chihn,	alviram,	,vismayadibodhak	chihn	etc.	They	learnt	to	use	various	types	of	punctuation	in	a	
sentence.	 They	 applied	 their	 knowledge	 by	 stating	where	 incorrect	 punctuations	were	 used	
and	 placing	 the	 right	 punctuation	 in	 the	 sentences	 given.	 Finally	 they	 read	 the	 complete	
sentence	in	front	of	their	peers.		
They	also	learnt	the	days	of	the	week	in	Hindi.	They	enhanced	their	vocabulary	and	used	new	
words	such	as	swatantrata,	ghabrahat,	manavata,	adhmara,	abhineta,	anjaan,	etc.	They	played	
a	game	of	beach	ball	wherein	they	introduced	themselves	using	various	words	from	the	Hindi	
language	and	were	appreciated	by	their	peers.	
 

Grade	7		
	
They	 learnt	 ‘Anekarthi	 shabd’	 such	 as	 aam,	 arth,	 bhav,	 sona	 and	 constructed	 their	 own	
sentences.	They	also	learnt	‘vakyanshon	ke	liye	shabd’	such	as	alpahari,	bahubhakshi,	alpbhashi,	
aplhari	along	with	‘Sarvanaam	aur	uske	prakar’.	They	collaborated	in	groups	and	wrote	a	story	
using	different	types	of	sarvanaam	(pronoun),	muhavarein	(idioms)	and	new	expressions	such	as	
gadh	 fateh	 karna,	 khoon	 pasina	 ek	 karna,	 dil	 bag-bag	 hona,	muh	mein	 pani	 aana,	 shakahari,	
anumati,	nasihat	etc.	Through	the	interactive	group	work	they	developed	higher	order	thinking	
skills	as	they	saw	the	usage	of	different	words	and	their	application	in	sentences.	
	

	
Grade	8	

Grtade	8	students	presented	their	chosen	topic	in	front	of	their	peers.	Examples	of	the	topics	
were	 khel	 ka	 mahatva,	 Agar	 main	 Shiksha	 mantri	 hota.	 Through	 the	 presentation,	 they	
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developed	 confidence	 and	 communication	 skills.	 They	 recited	 the	 poem	 ‘Aatmatran’	 and	
understood	the	importance	of	poetry	and	its	analysis	.They	leant	vilom	shabd	and	vachan	such	
as	 haani-labh,	 laghu-dirgh,jay-parajay,	 raatri-diwas,	 santvanayein,	 vipadayein	 etc.	 and	 this	
enabled	them	to	construct	better	sentences.	They	were	introduced	to	picture	composition	and	
had	to	observe	the	picture.	They	built	on	their	vocabulary	such	as	doorbeen,	chitrafalak,	tayda-
meda,	dhyanpurvak,	bhari,	sunahri,	etc.	as	they	tried	to	give	meaning	to	the	picture.	
Furthermore,	 they	 got	 things	 from	 their	 home	 and	 described	 all	 the	objects	 using	 visheshan	
words.	

Grade	9	
Learners	undertook	a	Listening	activity	wherein	they	had	to	listen	to	the	audio	and,	thereafter,	
write	 the	 answers	 for	 the	 questions	 asked.	 Learners	 also	 undertook	 a	 speaking	 activity	
wherein	they	spoke	on	a	given	topic	.	They	spoke	with	immense	confidence.	During	reading	of	
the	Hindi	text,	they	built	on	new	vocabulary	such	as	pakhvada,	kanda,	anchal,	anban,	aayojit,	
anokhi,	digdarshan	etc.		
Learners	had	a		debate	on	the	topic	‘Kya	aaj	ke	yug	mein	Holi	apna	Mahatva	khoti	hui	Nazar	aa	
rahi	hai?’.	There	were	two	teams:one	was	for	the	motion	and	one	was	against.	The	debate	also	
had	 a	 rebuttal	 round	where	 they	 asked	 questions	 to	 each	 other's	 teams.	 This	 helped	 them	
build	their	confidence	levels	and	communication	skills.	
	
Grade	10	

Students	shared	their	thoughts	about	E-waste	as	they	discussed	their	views	during	the	lesson	
‘Bhayavah	roop	 leti	E-kachare	(E-waste)	ki	 samasya’.	They	stated	their	views	on	how	we	can	
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control	 E-waste,	 how	 one	 can	 reuse	 it	 and	 how	we	 can	 make	 other	 citizens	 aware	 of	 the	
damage	it	can	cause.	
They	 built	 on	 their	 vocabulary	 such	 as	 vikaral,	 yogdan,	 punarchakran,	 aabadi,	 upkaran,	
upalabd,	suvidhapurn,	nistaran	kabaad	etc.	during	the	learning	process.	They	also	took	part	in	a	
listening	 activity	wherein	 they	 listened	 to	 an	 audio	 of	 a	 conversation	 taking	 place	 and	 then	
analysed	the	text.	
 

VII. French	
Grade	7		
The	French	learners	of	Grade	7	really	took	me	by	surprise	with	the	knowledge	they	shared	on	
the	topic	Les	matieres	et	les	sujets	from	their	recently	started	unit	De	jour	en	jour.	They	talked	
about	 the	different	 subjects	 they	 liked,	what	 they	disliked,	 their	daily	 routine,	how	 their	day	
starts	etc.	Learners	were	also	introduced	to	reflexive	verbs	and	learnt	how	to	use	them	in	their	
routine	work.		
	

Learners	also	revised	the	concept	of	time.	Using	flip	learning,	they	were	able	to	teach	it	to	their	
peers.	 Using	 a	 virtual	 clock,	 learners	 practiced	 the	 different	 forms	 of	 time	 and	 used	 it	 to	
describe	their	routine.		
					
Grade	8		
The	French	learners	of	Grade	8	commenced	a	new	unit	Bienvenue	a	Paris		and	had	a	virtual	tour	
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of	 Paris.	 They	 discussed	 the	 innumerable	 tourist	 attractions,	 especially	 those	 for	 the	 youth.	
Integrating	the	 life	skill	of	 teamwork,	 learners	honed	their	reading	and	comprehension	skills	
with	travel	blogs	on	Paris	thereby	becoming	acquainted	with	travel	destinations	in	and	around	
Paris.	They	also	revised	the	different	means	of	 transport	with	a	 team	quiz	and	discussed	the	
advantages	and	disadvantages	of	different	means	of	transport.		
	
Learners	also	worked	with	 the	Past	 tense	Passe	 compose	 	 and	were	 able	 to	discuss	different	
experiences	that	they	have	had	incorporating	the	past	tense.		
			
	
	

Grade	9		
The	French	learners	of	Grade	9	revised	directions	and	were	able	to	clearly	explain	the	concepts	
to	their	peers.	Continuing	the	unit	on	La	ville	et	la	campagne,	learners	discussed	the	different	
means	 of	 transport,	 its	 benefits	 etc.	 The	 learners	 also	 completed	 their	 assessment	 about	
creating	 a	 brochure	 and	 are	 now	 in	 the	 process	 of	 writing	 a	 short	 article	 about	 their	
town/neighbourhood.		
	
Learners	 are	 now	 able	 to	 independently	 work	 with	 reading	 comprehension	 of	 varying	
complexities	 such	 as	 brochures,	 newspaper	 advertisements,	 magazine	 articles,	 etc.	 thereby	
using	French	in	real-life	situations.			
	
Grade	10	
The	 French	 learners	 of	 Grade	 10	 started	 a	 new	 unit	 on	 Les	 vacances.	 They	 spoke	 about	
different	 places	 that	 they	 would	 like	 to	 visit,	 their	 dream	 vacation	 and	 the	 different	
adventures	 that	 they	 would	 like	 to	 be	 a	 part	 of.	 Following	 this,	 learners	 also	 discussed	
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different	 hotels,	 their	 facilities	 and	 amenities	 including	 essentials	 and	 luxury	 items.	 This	
helped	them	make	decisions	about	choosing	between	different	hotels	and	where	they	would	
like	to	put	up	for	a	couple	of	days.		
Looking	 at	 the	 pouring	 rains	 around	 them,	 learners	 also	 discussed	 the	 weather	 and	 had	 a	
short	 quiz	 about	 the	 different	 weather	 conditions	 in	 and	 around	 them.	 Preparing	 for	 the	
upcoming	 assessments,	 learners	 also	 solved	 several	 listening	 and	 reading	 comprehensions	
that	would	enable	them	to	be	better	equipped	for	their	Summative	assessment.		

	
VIII. MUSIC	

Grades	6,	7	&	8:	

The	new	song,	‘Go	West’	by	Pet	Shop	Boys		was	introduced	.	The	students	were	encouraged	to	
sing	solo	and	also	play	the	instruments.	

IX. P.E.	

Physical	 fitness	 is	 an	
important	 marker	 of	
health	 that	 enables	
learners	 to	 carry	 out	
activities	 of	 daily	
living	 with	 vigour	
and	 alertness	 but	
without	 undue	
fatigue	 and	 with	
sufficient	reserve	to	enjoy	active	leisure	pursuits	and	to	meet	unforeseen	emergencies.	

In	PE,	the	focus	has	been	to	develop	Agility	as	one	of	the	fitness	components	wherein	learners	
gained	 knowledge	 about	 Illinois	 Agility	 Run	 Test	 and	 undertook	 the	 test	 to	 give	 their	 best	
timings	 at	 the	 preliminary	 level	 test.	 	 Learners	 also	 continue	 their	 efforts	 to	 develop	 their	
Cardiovascular	Endurance	levels	through	PACER.		
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III. Sports	
Playing	a	sport	is	a	great	way	for	children	to	take	a	break	from	academics	and	release	pent-up	
energy.	It	also	helps	them	lead	fuller	and	happier	lives	as	regular	sports	and	fitness	activities	
have	proven	to	provide	not	only	physical	benefits	but	also	social	and	psychological	benefits	to	
children.	
At	 TGS,	 learners	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 learn	 various	 sports	 of	 their	 choice.	 In	 Football,	
learners	are	 in	the	process	of	developing	their	understanding	about	warm-up	and	cool-down	
and	various	dynamic	and	static	forms	of	sports	specific	exercises	apart	from	learning	passing	
and	dribbling	skills.	

In	Table-Tennis,	the	focus	has	been	to	develop	hand-eye	coordination	by	using	off	table	drills	
like	ball	tapping	along	with	developing	basic	forehand	counter	strikes.	
In	Martial	Art,	learners	perform	fitness	exercises,	body	stretching	and	Kumite	(fight	training).	

	

	

	
MIDDLE	SCHOOL	&	IGCSE	
NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	
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GRADE	6	
English:		
The	 students	 of	 Grade	 6	 were	
introduced	 to	 the	 skill	 of	 extempore	
speaking.	Each	of	them	got	to	try	their	
hand	at	it	by	exploring	different	topics	
like,	 my	 least	 favourite	 food,	 three	
things	they	can’t	live	without	and	even	
topics	 like	 why	 dogs	 are	 better	 than	
cats!	 Some	 used	 their	 personal	
experience	while	others	used	humour,	
but	each	of	 them	got	 to	work	on	their	
communication	skills.		

Math:	

Learners	 understood	 the	 concept	 of	
divisibility	check	and	find	the	number	
which	is	divisible	by	the	numbers	2,	3,	
4,	5,	6,	7,	8,	 and	9.	From	 the	previous	
knowledge	 of	multiplication,	 students	
performed	 the	 decimal	 multiplication	
and	 place	 the	 decimal	 point	
accordingly.	 Equivalent	 fractions	 was	
introduced	 to	 them	and	by	 combining	
the	art	and	Math,	learners	coloured	the	mandala	with	the	specific	colour	which	formed	by	reducing	
the	fraction	into	its	lowest	form.		
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Physics:		
Learners	are	currently	learning	about	dissipation,	or	 ‘waste’	
of	energy.	Learners	were	shown	a	variety	of	examples	for	the	
same,	 including	 on	 the	 spot	 physical	 activity	 -	 the	 ever-
willing	boys	got	into	a	push	ups	competition.	After	a	minute	
they	 were	 told	 to	 observe	 the	 changes	 in	 their	 body	
temperature	 -	 the	 ‘hot’	 feeling	 is	 the	 indication	 of	 the	
increased	body	temperature,	which	is	the	wasted	energy.		

Chemistry:		

Litmus	 paper	 is	 an	
indicator	to	check	if	
a	 substance	 is	
acidic	 or	 alkaline.	
The	 learners	
prepared	their	own	
indicator	 using	 a	
secondary	 source	
for	 the	 procedure.	
Very	 interesting	
results!!	 Red	 cabbage	 and	 turmeric	 are	 the	 commonly	 used	 household	 products	 to	 make	 the	
indicators	but	rose	water	and	hibiscus	are	truly	new	in	the	scenario.	Learners	tested	the	efficacy	of	
their	 indicators	 on	 common	 household	 products	while	 their	 classmates	were	 excited	 about	 the	
colour	change.	Learners	developed	the	skill	of	planning	their	activity	and	presenting	their	work	in	
a	scientific	manner.		

	
Biology:		
‘Which	is	the	most	important	organ?’	When	asked	in	class,	the	learners	were	aware	that	all	the	
organs	 are	 equally	 important	 as	
they	each	have	a	role	to	play	in	the	
complex	 human	 body.	 The	
students	presented	their	topics	on	
the	 organs	 of	 the	 body	 and	 the	
diseases/disorders	 associated	
with	 the	 organs.	 The	 learners	
presented	 their	 work	 through	
charts,	 diagrams,	 presentations,	
videos	 and	 demonstrations.	 This	
builds	 the	 learners’	 confidence	 to	
speak	in	front	of	an	audience,	come	prepared	and	gain	knowledge	through	sharing.		Much	like	
the	organs	having	a	role,	 the	 learners	also	have	a	role	 to	play	 in	 their	homes,	school	and	the	
society.		
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GRADE	7	

English:	We	conducted	auditions	 for	 the	extempore	event	and	 it	was	 fantastic	 to	see	 students	
open	up	and	talk	about	their	strengths	and	weaknesses.	We	also	continued	diving	into	descriptive	
writing	and	students	had	to	work	on	coming	up	with	an	original	superhero.	Coincidentally	(or	not),	
the	 theme	 of	 the	 class	 is	 that	 of	 Superheroes!	We	 also	 looked	 at	 punctuation	 for	 effect	 and	 the	
students	 shone	 with	 their	 advance	 responses	 by	 explaining	 sentence	 structure	 and	 how	
punctuation	adds	meaning	to	sentences.	

Math:	Learners	were	introduced	to	the	mathematical	constant	π,	by	conducting	an	investigation	
on	various	circular	and	cylindrical	objects.	Learners	measured	the	circumference	of	each	item,	and	
its	diameter,	and	realised	that	the	ratio	between	the	two	quantities	was	always	a	constant.	This	was	
a	fun	and	hands-on	activity	for	the	students	to	start	off	their	learning	about	the	properties	of	circles.	
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Physics:	 Learners	 understood	 the	 distance	 –	 time	 graph	 and	 plotted	 the	 graph	 for	 the	 given	
table.	 They	 used	 the	 scaling	 method	 to	 fit	 the	 point	 in	 the	 graph.	 Students	 understood	 the	
importance	of	the	graph	and	how	it	is	useful	to	interpret	the	data	to	solve	the	problems.	

Chemistry:	Sometimes	tang	does	not	taste	just	right!	The	powder	has	to	then	be	adjusted	to	fit	
the	taste.	That	is	concentration!!	The	powder,	if	added	too	much,	settles	at	the	bottom	of	the	glass.	
That	is	a	concentrated	solution.	The	tang	powder	here	is	the	‘solute’	while	the	water	is	the	‘solvent’.	
Learners	were	 introduced	to	 ‘concentration	of	solutions’	 through	activities	and	the	students	were	
checked	on	their	understanding	using	play-doh.	

Biology:	 Do	 you	 feel	 the	 chest	
moving	 during	 the	 process	 of	
breathing?	 That	 is	 because	 of	 the	
contraction	and	relaxation	of	muscles	in	
the	 respiratory	 system.	 Learners	 were	
introduced	 to	 the	 muscles	 such	 as	
intercostal	 and	 the	 diaphragm.	
Learners	made	a	working	model	of	 the	
respiratory	 system	 and	 explained	 the	
role	 of	 each	 part	 in	 the	 respiratory	
system.	

History:	We	have	started	the	unit	on	
the	History	of	Native	Americans.	Grade	
7	 really	 took	 me	 by	 surprise	 with	 the	
fantastic	knowledge	they	shared	on	the	
topic!	 They	 were	 so	 enthusiastic	 to	
share	and	one	of	our	students	even	took	
the	 liberty	 to	 explain	 how	 Christopher	
Columbus	came	to	America	and	he	used	
the	 board	 for	 the	 same.	 We	 started	
making	a	mind	map	on	 the	board	with	
regard	to	the	lives	of	Native	Americans	
and	 most	 of	 the	 students	 were	 very	

excited	to	come	up	to	the	board	and	share	what	they	could	recall	about	the	topic.	
	
Grade	8	

English:		
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Who	knew	 learning	 about	 sentence	 structures	
could	be	so	much	fun?	With	Grade	8,	we	took	a	
seemingly	 challenging	 topic	 and	 made	 it	 our	
own!	 Students	 represented	 independent	 and	
dependent	 clauses	 and	 they	 were	 then	
partnered	 up	 to	 make	 simple,	 compound,	
complex	 and	 compound-complex	 sentences.	
We	 even	 had	 students	 come	 up	 to	 the	 board	
and	frame	their	own	sentences	and	
we	have	a	relay	game	between	two	
teams	to	see	who	could	explain	the	
concept	in	the	least	amount	of	time,	
using	 various	 sentences	 as	
examples.	 The	 students	 were	 very	
enthused	 and	 this	made	 learning	 a	
tough	 topic	 a	 lot	 more	 interactive	
and	 memorable.	 We	 have	 also	
continued	 our	 journey	 into	
descriptive	 writing.	 A	 YouTube	
video	 of	 forest	 sounds	 was	 played	
for	 the	 class.	 Students	had	 to	 close	
their	 eyes	 and	 visualise	 their	walk	
through	 the	 forest	 (the	 topic	 for	
descriptive	 writing).	 The	 students	
had	to	then	create	a	word	bank	that	
would	help	 them	 expand	 their	
piece.	 The	 students	
felt	 extremely	
relaxed	 and	 were	 in	
the	 right	 headspace	
to	 be	 creative	 after	
this	 interesting	
exercise.	

Math:	Learners	are	
currently	 learning	
about	Algebraic	expressions.	To	understand	the	idea	behind	substitution,	students	played	a	game	-	
substitution	race	track.	Students	placed	their	counters	on	the	start	space,	then	rolled	the	dice,	and	
substituted	the	number	on	the	dice	into	the	expression	on	the	space	to	work	out	how	many	spaces	
they	needed	to	move.	They	had	to	move	forward/backward	according	to	the	answer	calculated,	and	
could	 also	 challenge	 other	 players	 if	 they	 thought	 their	 answer	 was	 wrong.	 Students	 learnt	 to	
collaborate	and	give	and	receive	feedback	while	applying	their	skills	in	Algebra.	

Physics	:		

Learners	 understood	 the	 first	 two	 modes	 of	 heat	 transfer,	 such	 as	 conduction,	 and	 convection.	
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Students	performed	 the	experiment	 to	understand	 the	 convection	 cycle	of	heat	 current.	Learners	
understood	the	working	principle	of	an	air	conditioning	system.	

Chemistry:		
As	simple	as	water	is,	the	mysteries	it	holds	are	
mind	 boggling.	Water	 is	made	up	of	 hydrogen	
and	 oxygen	 but	 how	 are	 they	 held	 together?	
There	are	different	kinds	of	bonds	holding	the	
molecules	around	us	together	even	in	a	simple	
household	item	such	as	salt.	The	learners	were	
introduced	to	molecules	and	the	role	of	atoms	
in	 forming	 bonds.	 Using	 coloured	 paper,	 the	
students	 made	 covalent	 bonds	 between	 two	
atoms	such	as	carbon	dioxide,	water,	ammonia	
and	methane	
	

Biology:	Kidneys	are	 like	 filters	 in	an	 aquarium.	An	analogy	 that	 is	 fit	 to	 state	 the	 function	of	
kidneys.	 In	an	aquarium	 the	waste	 is	 taken	out	by	 the	 filter	while	 in	 the	human	body	 the	kidney	
filters	 out	 the	waste.	 The	 learners	observed	 the	 filtration	 process	which	 is	 similar	 to	what	 takes	
place	 in	 the	 kidneys.	 Small	 sized	 substances	 like	 urea	 pass	 through	 the	 pores	while	 large	 sized	
substances	such	as	protein	and	red	blood	cells	are	held	back.	The	 learners	observed	a	model	of	a	
kidney	to	know	the	anatomy	of	the	kidney.	

	

History:		
We	have	started	our	journey	into	World	War	I.	A	topic	that	can	seem	so	vast	and	serious	has	been	
rendered	 extremely	 interesting	 in	 the	 Grade	 8	 class!	 Their	 constant	 participation	 and	 knack	 for	
thinking	analytically	and	critically	shines	at	every	juncture.	We	also	had	a	fun,	collaborative	activity	
where	 students	had	 to	 imitate	 trench	warfare.	As	much	as	 the	activity	 seemed	 fun	 (because	 they	
had	 permission	 to	 throw	 paper	 planes	 and	 paper	 balls	 on	 each	 other),	 it	made	 them	 realise	 the	
strategies	involved	in	the	process	and	they	then	realised	just	how	challenging	life	was	as	a	soldier	in	
WWI.		

	
Global	Perspectives:		
Grade	 8	 has	 been	 making	 presentations	 on	
Human	 Rights	 violations	 that	 have	 taken	
place	in	different	regions	or	countries	of	the	
world.	Not	only	has	this	been	informative	as	
we	 have	 been	 studying	 Human	 Rights,	 but	
we	 have	 also	 been	 able	 to	 identify	 which	
articles	 in	 the	 UDHR	 they	 relate	 to,	 while	
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having	an	informative	Historical	or	Current	events	like	the	Great	Australian	Silence,	Human	Rights	
offences	 in	Syria,	Yemen,	Cambodia,	Afghanistan	and	many	more.	Our	 learners	have	been	able	 to	
also	write	essays	using	discourse	markers	to	help	their	work	come	across	as	more	academic.		

	
Grade	9	

Math:		
Learners	 are	 currently	 learning	 about	 Geometrical	 terms	 and	 relationships.	 They	 put	 their	
learning	of	scale	drawings	and	bearings	to	use	when	planning	a	road	trip	around	New	Jersey,	
using	a	map	and	string	to	measure	distances.	They	were	also	able	 to	estimate	the	amount	of	
fuel	they	would	require	for	this	road	trip,	and	how	much	it	would	cost	them.		
	
History:		
The	performance	of	the	League	of	Nations	in	the	1920s	speaks	a	lot	about	the	problems	in	its	
very	 foundation.	 However,	 the	 birth	 and	 early	 performance	 of	 the	 League	 looked	 very	
promising.	The	students	critically	assessed	the	work	of	the	League	in	the	1920s	and	created	a	
report	card	for	the	League	to	predict	their	performance	in	the	1930s.	
	

Physics:		

Learners	 understood	 the	 circular	 motion	 of	 the	 object	 and	 how	 they	 applied	 in	 real-life	
applications.	 Students	 worked	 in	 a	 group	 project,	 conversion	 of	 sound	 into	 light	 and	 again	
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producing	the	sound	from	the	transmitted	light	signal.	Moments	were	 introduced	to	 learners	
and	how	the	rotation	is	turned	into	push	or	pull.	

Chemistry:		
After	memorising	the	20	elements	of	 the	Periodic	Table,	 learners	now	put	 that	knowledge	to	
the	 test	by	writing	 chemical	 formulae	 for	various	 compounds.	 	Bonds,	 that	 is	what	keeps	us	
together,	the	case	isn’t	any	different	when	it	comes	to	elements.		Learners	were	introduced	to	
the	different	types	of	bonds	present	between	elements.		Drawing	the	structure	to	comprehend	
how	 these	 elements	 stick	 together	 helped	 learners	 grasp	 the	 concept	 better.	 	Where	 is	 this	
useful?	To	create	new	compounds,	the	bonds	between	the	elements	need	to	be	broken	and	that	
is	where	this	knowledge	will	come	handy.	

Biology:		
How	do	substances	move	in	and	out	of	the	cell?		Learners	were	introduced	to	the	phenomenon	
called	 ‘diffusion’	and	how	the	cell	being	porous	helps	 in	movement	of	substances.	 	There	are	
many	 factors	 that	 affect	 the	 rate	 of	 diffusion.	 Learners	 inquired	 about	 surface	 area,	 and	
observed	how	the	rate	increases	when	more	surface	area	is	available	for	diffusion.		Why	not	try	
this	 theory	out	with	a	real	cell?	 	Learners	deshelled	an	egg	by	soaking	 it	 in	hydrochloric	acid	
overnight	and	then	placing	the	cell	in	a	concentrated	solution	of	salt	to	observe	how	the	water	
entered	into	the	cell.		They	confirmed	their	observation	before	and	after	soaking	the	egg	in	the	
solution.	 	Understanding	diffusion	helps	 learners	appreciate	 the	 transport	of	 substances	at	 a	
cellular	level.		They	also	learnt	how	to	prepare	a	temporary	slide	of	an	onion	peel.		The	picture	
of	 a	 peel	 under	 a	microscope	 has	 been	 attached	 to	 give	 us	 a	 chance	 to	 appreciate	 the	 small	
things	in	life.	

			Business	Studies:	
A	 business	 plan	 forms	 a	 vital	 part	 of	 the	 goal	 setting	 by	 any	 business.	 The	 significance	 of	
business	plans	and	the	components	of	business	plans	were	examined.	Most	businesses	develop	
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their	business	model	based	on	their	business	plan.	Learners	tried	to	break	down	and	analyse	
the	business	model	of	Shopify	with	the	help	of	their	classroom	learnings.	Analysis	of	different	
situations	 in	 which	 firms	 may	 decide	 to	 remain	 small	 or	 are	 forced	 to	 stay	 small	 were	
discussed.	 Possible	 reasons	 for	 failure	 of	 businesses	were	 discussed.	Methods	 of	 expansion-	
mergers	and	takeovers	-		were	analysed	with	the	case	studies	of	VI,	Hero	Honda	,	Maruti	Suzuki	
etc.		

Economics:		
With	a	number	of	problems	schedules	and	
graphs,	learners	have	tested	themselves	to	
efficiently	analyse	graphs	to	show	demand	
and	supply	and	the	allocation	of	resources	
in	 a	 market	 economy	 which	 happens	
through	the	price	mechanism	as	a	result	of	
the	 changes	 in	 the	 market	 forces.	 They	
have	very	well	handled	different	individual	
demand	 curves,	 market	 demand	 curves,	
and	 supply	 curves.	 Effect	 of	 changes	 in	
price	 and	 factors	 other	 than	 price	
definitely	 differ	 and	 learners	 can	 now	

illustrate	this	difference	really	well.	The	law	of	demand	and	law	of	supply	were	explained	and	
the	exceptions	to	the	laws	were	discussed.		
	
Grade	10	
English:		
Students	 of	 Grade	 10	 had	 the	 opportunity,	 once	 again,	 to	 test	 their	 communication	 skills	
through	the	concept	of	extempore	speaking.	They	explored	topics	like	the	future	of	AI,	the	art	
of	doing	nothing	and	even	the	current	Russia-Ukraine	war.	The	students	spent	the	latter	half	of	
the	week	exploring	figurative	language	in	William	Shakespeare’s	Sonnet	18	and	Robert	Frost’s	
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The	Road	Not	Taken.	They	collaborated	to	analyse	their	respective	poems	and	also	learn	from	
each	other,	while	sharing	their	findings	with	the	rest	of	the	class.	

Math:		
Learners	 are	 currently	 studying	 Vectors	 -	 quantities	 with	 both	 magnitude	 and	 direction.	
Students	are	able	 to	practically	apply	their	knowledge	 in	real	life	situations,	 like	determining	
the	path	of	a	vessel	while	navigating	the	sea.	

Economics:		
Market	 structure	 of	 different	 products	 across	
industries	 varies	 based	 on	 the	 degree	 of	 competition	
and	on	the	extreme	ends	of	the	scale	are	monopoly	and	
perfect	competition.	Different	businesses	or	companies	
belonging	 to	 these	 categories	 were	 identified	 by	
learners	 and	 they	 shared	 the	 findings	 with	 the	 class.	
Learners	examined	 the	 features	of	monopoly	which	 is	
the	 least	 competitive	 market	 structure	 and	 of	 perfect	
competition	 which	 is	 the	 most	 competitive	 market	
structure.	The	macroeconomic	 role	of	 the	government	
as	 a	 natural	 monopoly,	 a	 producer	 of	 public	 goods	 and	 as	 an	 overseer	 of	 the	 country’s	
economy	 was	 discussed.	 A	 discussion	 on	 economic	 growth	 and	 price	 stability	 as	 the	
macroeconomic	objectives	of	the	government	was	undertaken.	
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History:	 The	 students	 spent	 the	 week	 analysing	 the	 emergence	 of	 two	 very	 interesting	
people	 in	 the	 latter	 half	 of	 the	 20th	 century	 -	Mikhail	 Gorbachev	 and	 Saddam	Hussein,	 the	
former	who	 ended	 the	 Cold	War	 and	 the	 latter	who	was	 at	 the	 centre	 of	 the	Gulf	war.	 The	
students	 even	 drew	 comparisons	 between	 Saddam	Hussein	 and	 the	Baath	 Party	with	Hitler	
and	the	Nazi	Party,	both	of	whom	had	a	similar	rise	to	power	and	harboured	a	deep	hatred	for	
a	 particular	 community	 leading	 to	 some	 of	 the	
heinous	crimes	against	humanity.	

Physics:	Learners	understood	the	star	rating	of	
the	 house	 appliances,	 and	 they	 calculated	 the	
electricity	 units	 for	 the	 house	 appliances.	 They	
calculated	 the	 electricity	 bill	 tariff	 and	 how	 to	
reduce	 the	 consumption	 of	 energy	 and	 economic	
mode	of	operation.	Types	of	electrical	connection	
were	 introduced	
to	 learners.	
Wiring	 was	
introduced	 to	 the	
students	 and	
learnt	 to	 make	
staircase	wiring	–	
its	 circuit	
connection	 and	
wiring.	
Chemistry:		
As	 learners	
reviewed	 some	
patterns	 and	
properties	 of	
metals,	 they	
conducted	
several	 tests	 to	
see	 how	 metals	
react	 with	 water	
and	 acid.	 	 This	
observation	 helped	 them	 to	 place	 the	 metals	 in	 a	 series	 based	 on	 their	 reactivity.	 	 Using	
different	 types	 of	 metal	 electrodes,	 learners	 observed	 how	 some	 metals	 display	 more	
conductivity	 than	 others.	 	 These	 properties	 of	 metals	 will	 help	 learners	 understand	 why	
certain	materials	 are	used	 to	make	 objects	 (e.g.	why	 copper	 is	 preferred	over	 aluminium	 to	
make	wires).	

Biology:	 Drugs.	 Yes,	 drugs.	 	 A	 new	 unit	 that	 was	 a	 little	 away	 from	 the	 regular	 Biology	
topics	was	 covered	 this	 fortnight.	 	 Each	 learner	was	 assigned	 a	 subtopic	which	 they	 had	 to	
research	 about	 and	 explain	 to	 the	 class.	 	 Discussions	 that	 followed	 the	 topics	 were	 very	
informative	and	it	gave	an	insight	of	how	kids	these	days	think	about	banned	substances.		Peer	
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pressure,	not	only	during	adolescence	but	also	childhood,	stress	and	media	were	 listed	to	be	
some	of	the	main	causes	of	people	indulging	in	these	activities.		Learners	were	encouraged	to	
discuss	their	 feelings	with	 their	 elders	 instead	of	 resorting	 to	activities	 like	drug	 intake	 that	
could	lead	to	major	health	issues.			

The	process	of	sexual	reproduction	in	plants	was	then	started	with	the	dissection	of	a	flower	to	
identify	the	parts	and	also	highlight	the	importance	of	each	part.	

	

Global	Perspectives:	

	Students	have	moved	to	the	next	phase	in	formulating	research	questions	for	their	Individual	
Reports.	 	They	develop	at	 least	 three	questions	 following	which	 their	viability	 is	determined	
through	collaborative	peer	critique	and	feedback.	They	ask	questions	like	“Does	this	question	
account	 for	 enough	 contrasting	 perspectives?”	 or	 “Does	 this	 question	 have	 enough	 global	
significance?”	 These	 activities	 will	
help	them	develop	better	research	
questions	 in	 the	 future	 as	 they	
embark	 on	 their	 final	 Individual	
Report	 for	 the	 year.	 This	 final	
Individual	 Report	 will	 put	 our	
learners	 to	 the	 test	 as	 it	 will	 be	
submitted	to	Cambridge	at	the	end	
of	 the	 year	 and	 will	 need	 to	 be	
their	best	one	yet.		

Business	Studies:	

Learners	 undertook	 research	 on	
topics	 like	 organisational	
behaviour	 of	 different	 countries,	
business	communication	at	FedEx,	Facebook’s	IPO	and	mergers	between	different	companies.	
Different	sources	of	 finance	 including	 internal	and	external	sources	as	well	as	 long	term	and	
short-term	 finance	 were	 examined.	 Learners	 examined	 sample	 cash	 flow	 statements	 after	
learning	about	the	cash	inflow	and	cash	outflow	that	take	place	in	business	organisations.	
	
With	that,	we	end	this	edition.	We	will	be	back	soon.		

Regards,	
The	Gera	School	

	


