
TGS Newsletter 22nd December 2018  Page 1 of 23 

Dear	Parents,	

	

	

	

Dear	Parents,	

One	of	the	loveliest	books	(and	films)	about	Christmas	is	‘A	Christmas	Carol’	by	Charles	
Dickens.	 Ebenezer	 Scrooge	 who	 is	 described	 as	 ‘a	 squeezing,	 wrenching,	 grasping,	
scraping,	clutching,	covetous,	old	sinner!	Hard	and	sharp	as	flint,	from	which	no	steel	had	
ever	 struck	 out	 generous	 fire;	 secret,	 and	 self-contained,	 and	 solitary	 as	 an	 oyster.’	
undergoes	a	transformation.	The	effect	of	years	of	avarice	and	cynicism	and	self-inflicted	
loneliness	are	removed	–	literally,	overnight	–		in	a	Christmas	miracle.		

But	let’s	talk	about	Jesus	and	later	return	to	Scrooge.	What	can	we	and	our	children	learn	
from	Jesus	the	man?	One	of	 Jesus’	 sterling	qualities	was	his	compassionate	nature.	He	
challenged	conventional	wisdom	by	treating	all	strata	alike	–	the	rich	and	powerful,	the	
poor,	 the	 Roman	 soldiers,	 the	 Gentiles,	 the	 prostitutes...	 –	 and	 by	 treating	 them	with	
compassion;	 indeed,	 nobody	 was	 beyond	 or	 underserving	 of	 help,	 kindness	 and	
compassion.	This	was	new	thinking	in	Jesus’	time	and	he	invited	trouble	from	powerful	
social	and	religious	groups,	but	Jesus	did	not	change.	His	heart	reached	out	to	all.		

(As	an	analogy,	what	if	someone	from	our	right-wing	political	parties	started	to	say	that	
India	belonged	to	ALL	who	lived	here,	and	ALL	were	equal	and	deserving	of	the	same	
rights	 and	 privileges,	 and	 other	 such	 ‘provocative’	 things.	 Well,	 in	 today’s	 time,	 that	
person	would	certainly	be	in	danger	of	some	sort!	If	we	keep	in	touch	with	current	affairs	
in	our	country,	we	would	have	lots	of	examples	as	proof	of	this.	)	

Scrooge	recovers	his	humanity	once	he	loses	his	sense	of	entitlement	(“I	have	earned	all	
this	and	I	can	afford	to	behave	the	way	the	I	do.	I	don’t	care	what	you	think	of	me.”	was	the	
attitude.)	He	re-discovers	his	compassionate	self	and,	lo	and	behold,	what	a	joyful	life	he	
leads	thereafter.		

Christmas	is	a	good	time	to	remember	to	teach	our	children	to	be	compassionate	and	
non-judgemental.	They	can	be	careful	of	whom	they	associate	with	or	whom	they	follow	
but	they	must	not	lose	the	ability	to	empathise	and	to	take	the	initiative	in	helping	all	in	
need.	Then,	miracles	will	take	place	not	just	in	December	but	all	year	round!	

*********	

	

Before	we	proceed,	a	reminder	that	school	reopens	after	the	winter	vacation	for	
Staff	and	students	on	January	the	3rd	with	the	usual	timings.		

                              

The Gera School Newsletter 
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EVENTS	IN	SCHOOL	

1	a)	Health	Camp	at	TGS:	

Two	doctors	and	a	nurse	came	from	Healthway	hospitals	(We	have	a	tie-up	with	them	
for	any	medical-related	needs)	to	talk	 to	the	children	about	healthy	 living	and	 to	do	a	
health	check	of	basic	parameters.	

						 	
b)	Theme	Presentations:		

A	set	of	factual	details	need	not	become	information,	just	as	information	need	not	lead	to	
one	 becoming	 ‘knowledgeable’.	 But	 when	 information	 is	 processed	 through	 self-
discovery	 or	 carefully-guided	 instruction	 so	 that	 patterns	 emerge	 and	 the	 inter-
connectedness	of	things	 is	made	evident,	magic	happens!	The	mind	opens	up	 to	ever-
expanding	frontiers	of	knowledge	and	wisdom.	

It	was	simply	wonderful	to	see	little	children	make	sense	of	data,	integrate	knowledge,	
discern	patterns	and	make	predictions,	communicate	eloquently	and	do	critical	thinking,	
and	show	a	host	of	other	skills	and	competencies.	More	details	are	given	later	but	the	
students	were	hugely	impressive	in	the	gains	they	have	made	in	the	last	four	months	at	
TGS.		
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c)	Christmas	Celebrations	and	the	PTM:		

Christmas	 waves	 a	 magic	 wand	 over	 the	 world,	 and	 everything	 is	 softer	 and	 more	
beautiful,	draped	in	shades	of	green,	red	and	white.	
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Christmas	was	celebrated	at	TGS	with	a	variety	of	theatre	,	dance	and	music.	The	students	
of	 the	 Primary	 section	 enacted	 the	 Nativity	 play,	 playing	 their	 parts	 with	 skill.	 The	
teachers	lent	their	voices	and	sang	different	carols.	

Ms	Alicia	and	Mr	Eby	got	the	students	to	perform	a	captivating	dance	to	the	tune	of	Jingle	
Bells.	 	Grade	3	students	recited	‘Santa’,	a	poem	that	talks	about	the	list	of	 things	Santa	
Claus	wants	 the	 children	 to	do.	 	 The	 students	 sang	 ‘Rudolph,	 the	 red-nosed	 reindeer’	
along	with	Mr.	Vijay	Xavier.	They	were	promptly	joined	by	the	pre-primary	students.		

Santa	Claus	made	an	eagerly-awaited	entry	and	the	students	were	pleasantly	surprised	
with	the	presents	that	Santa	gave.		

A	delicious	brunch	was	prepared	for	all	the	students	after	the	entertainment	Programme,	
after	which	students	watched	a	movie	while	their	parents	met	the	respective	teachers.	

The	Christmas	Programme	was	 followed	by	 the	PTM	where	parents	were	 given	 their	
wards’	first	Report	Card.	It	was	a	Report	Card	that	was	remarkable	for	two	reasons:	

(i)	It	concentrated	not	on	marks	to	indicate	a	level	of	performance	but	on	Rubrics	and	
Standards	that	showed	the	learning	of	skills	and	competencies.	

(ii)	The	Report	reflected	the	teacher’s	desire	to	look	at	the	overarching	aims	of	his	/	her	
educational	 Programme	 and	 the	 assessment	 of	 both	 the	 students’	 and	 the	 teacher’s	
success.	We	stress	here	that	the	Report	which	showed	the	Assessment	of	academic	and	
non-academic	components	of	the	Curriculum	is	a	Report	on	the	entire	Teaching-Learning	
process	–	and	so	we	are	accountable	 too.	This	 is	a	marked	departure	from	traditional	
reports	that	we	are	so	used	to	seeing	in	the	world	of	education.	
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PRE-PRIMARY	UPDATES	

	

2)	NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

a)	P.E.		

Riding	a	bike	can	be	one	of	 life’s	
great	pleasures	 for	the	kids.	The	
wind	 in	 your	 hair,	 the	 freedom	
and	the	fun	can	be	hard	to	beat.	It	
develops	 balance,	 is	 a	 great	
cardiovascular	exercise	 and	 aids	
in	strengthening	the	body.		

With	 all	 that	 in	 mind,	 a	 Bike-a-
Thon	was	organised	for	the	students	of	the	Pre-Primary.	apart	from	the	continued	focus	
in	 developing	 the	 motor	 skills	 and	 PE	 integration.	 Needless	 to	 say,	 kids	 enjoyed	
themselves!	

	

b)	Art		

The	 students	 of	 the	 Nursery	 created	
art	 work	 for	 Christmas;	 they	 made	
Christmas	 trees,	 turkeys	 and	 also	
printed	with	 paint	 on	 a	 drawing	 of	 a	
Christmas	tree.		
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The	 students	 of	 the	 LKG	
created	 jelly	 fish;	 they	 learnt	
how	to	thread	with	yarn.	They	
also	made	Christmas	décor	e.g.	
candles	using	paper	and	glitter.		

	

The	students	of	the	UKG	made	a	pop-up	
flower	 pot	 in	 relation	 to	 their	 Theme	
presentation	 topic:	 Plants.	 They	 also	
learnt	 scratch	 art	 colouring	 with	 oil	
paste.		

	

c)	Music	

Preparations	 for	 Christmas	 were	 on	 and	 children	
continued	having	fun	singing	a	few	carols.	The	little	ones	
from	 UKG	 were	 doing	 some	 exercises	 to	 understand	
beats	 and	 rhythms.	 Tapping	 their	 feet,	 clapping,	 and	
strumming	the	guitar	were	a	few	ways	used	for	this.	

	

d)	Dance	

The	 children	
continued	 learning	
basic	dance	steps	of	
jazz	 like	 ‘Passe’,	
‘Chasse'	 etc.	 and	
practised	 dancing	
on	a	 few	Christmas	
songs.	

	

3)	Theme	Presentation		
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The	topic	for	Nursery	was	‘Marvellous	Me’	and	the	students	were	indeed	marvellous	as	
they	displayed	their	 learning	about	the	topic!	They	sang	action	songs	relating	to	body	
parts	and	how	to	keep	them	clean	and	healthy.	A	ball	race	was	a	fun	way	to	sort	and	share	
their	knowledge	of	secondary	colours.		

They	spoke	about	their	sense	organs,	healthy	and	unhealthy	foods,	and	effects	of	sound	
pollution	on	humans	as	well	as	animals.	They	also	made	a	fruit	salad	for	their	parents.	
The	 role	 play	 and	 the	 puppet	 song	 helped	 display	 the	 students’	 learning	 about	 their	
families.			

All	the	children	of	the	LKG	class	did	a	wonderful	job	while	they	spoke	confidently	for	the	
theme	presentation	on	 the	 theme	 ‘Living	Things’.	They	shared	 their	knowledge	about	
different	characteristics	of	living	things:	they	grow,	move,	eat,	breathe	and	reproduce.	
Each	one	of	them	was	eager	and	excited	to	perform	in	front	of	parents	and	visitors.	They	
displayed	good	communication	skills	as	they	spoke	individually	on	their	given	topic.		

Students	from	UKG	displayed	their	learning	for	the	theme	‘Plants’.		Action	songs	in	Hindi	
and	English,	the	concept	of	non-standard	measurement,	spelling	and	scientific	enquiry	
were	some	of	the	methods	used	by	them	to	share	their	learning	about	the	topic.	Their	
determination	and	courage	were	very	impressive:	despite	a	huge	audience,	all	of	them	
spoke	individually	at	their	stations	and	explained	the	task	at	hand.		

	

	

	

	

4)	Nursery	

a)	Learning	through	play	
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The	quest	 to	unveil	 themselves	continued	 in	 this	period	while	 the	
students	 drew	 their	
favourite	 fruits	 on	
the	 scribble	 board.	
They	 took	 palm	 and	
foot	 impressions	 on	
the	body	outline.		

Students	 revised	
their	knowledge	about	the	sense	organs	when	they	matched	aromas	of	different	foods.	
In	addition	to	this	activity,	they	also	looked	at	different	pictures	related	to	sense	organs	
on	 the	 projector	 like	 a	 bell,	 pizza,	 soft	 toy,	 etc.	 and	 named	 the	 sense	 organ	 that	 is	
employed	 to	 explore	 the	 particular	 sense.	 They	 practised	 self-dependence	 and	 also	
learnt	tastes	while	they	made	the	fruit	salad	and	savoured	it.			

Role	 play	 is	 their	 all-time	 favourite	 and	 our	 little	 doctors	 took	 turns	 to	 check	 the	
puppets	and	name	the	body	parts	in	the	process.			

b)	Literacy	

Students	 saw	 the	 video	
story	 ‘The	Family	Book’	by	
Tod	 Parr	 to	 get	 familiar	
with	 the	 different	 types	 of	
families	 that	 exist.	 They	
also	 talked	 about	 their	
family	 members	 and	 the	
way	 they	 were	 related.		
Students	 were	 introduced	
to	the	letter	sound	’s’	and	tried	to	find	words	that	have	the	
sound	‘s’	in	them.	Role	play	technique	was	incorporated	to	
talk	 about	 the	 family	 members	 and	 their	 roles.	 The	
mystery	bag	kept	 them	very	curious	 to	know	what	 they	
were	touching	and	describing.		

Pre-writing	 and	 fine	motor	 activity	 were	 conducted	 for	
students	 to	 colour	 the	 red	 cross	 in	 appropriate	 writing	
direction.	The	students	read	the	story	book	‘I	Don’t	Want	to	Have	a	Bath!’	by	Julie	Sykes	
and	Tim	Warnes	which	emphasizes	the	 importance	of	maintaining	cleanliness	of	the	
body.	 ‘Mine’s	 Bigger	 Than	 Yours’	 by	 Jeanne	Willis	 and	 Adrian	 Reynolds	 helped	 the	
students	understand	the	concept	of	big,	bigger	and	biggest.		‘I	Don’t	Want	to	go	to	the	
Hospital’	by	Tony	Ross	is	a	quirky	story	that	helps	students	understand	the	right	way	
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of	taking	treatment	in	case	of	an	ailment.	Another	story	‘Count	Ten	With	A	Mouse’	is	the	
story	that	enhances	the	counting	skills	of	students.	

	

c)	Numeracy	

Students	had	fun	colouring	drawings	where	they	
mixed	different	colours	to	 find	which	secondary	
colour	 is	 formed.	 	They	touched	the	textures	on	
the	texture	wall	and	named	the	texture.	They	also	
co-related	 it	 to	 their	 real-life	 experiences.	 They	
listened	 to	 different	 sounds	 and	 tried	 sorting	
them	according	to	loud	and	soft	sounds.	Students	
ordered	the	Brown	Stair	Montessori	apparatus	to	
revise	 the	 broad	 and	 narrow	 concept.	 Counting,	
quantification	 and	 number	 recognition	 were	
revised	by	matching	number	symbol	 to	different	
objects	 in	 class	 like	 ‘Two	 glasses	 for	 number	 2’.		
Students	 also	 engaged	 in	making	 some	art	work	
and	 decorations	 for	 Christmas,	 through	 which	
they	counted	the	number	of	letters	in	their	names.		

	 	

5)	Lower	Kindergarten	

a)	 Thematic	 Learning	 Children	 practised	 enacting	 the	 play	 ‘The	 Very	 Hungry	
Caterpillar’	by	Eric	Carle	to	be	performed	for	the	Theme	Presentation.	They	discussed	
the	human	timeline	and	revised	the	lifecycle	of	a	butterfly	and	frog.	They	were	also	
trained	to	speak	about	the	respiratory	systems	of	humans	and	fish.	They	sorted	the		

	

the	animals	into	farm	animals	and	wild	animals	and	spoke	about	their	characteristics.					
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b)	Literacy	

Children	did	a	recap	of	all	the	letter	sounds	by	playing	a	
fun	 game,	 where	 they	 picked	 up	 chits,	 read	 the	 letter	
written	on	it	and	gave	two	words	beginning	with	the	letter	
sound.	 Children	 tried	 blending	 and	 reading	 VC	 words.	
They	were	given	wooden	letters	to	form	VC	words	like	‘in’,	
‘it’,	 ‘at’,	 ‘an’	 etc.	 They	 practised	 forming	 letters	 on	 a	
practice	 worksheet.	 The	 children	 made	 their	 own	
Christmas	decoration	by	cutting	straights	lines	to	make	a	
reindeer	and	Christmas	wreath.	They	recapped	the	song	
‘Moo	Moo	the	cow’	and	‘The	Elephant’.		

c)	Numeracy		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Children	did	rote	counting	of	numbers	from	1-20.	They	worked	on	a	worksheet	to	fill	
numbers	that	come	after.	The	children	were	made	to	listen	to	the	sound	of	the	musical	
instrument	and	follow	the	pattern.	They	worked	with	coloured	beads	and	shape	to	
follow	AB,	ABC,	ABCD,	ABBC	and	AABBCCDD	pattern.	They	did	a	recap	of	primary	and	
secondary	colours	by	using	colour-mixing	glasses.		

Recap	 of	 shapes	 was	 done	where	 different	 shapes	 were	 drawn	 on	 the	 board;	 the	
children	had	to	identify	the	shape	and	name	the	number	of	sides.		

			

6)	Upper	Kindergarten		

Thematic	Learning		

As	the	theme	of	this	term	‘Plants’	comes	to	an	end,	children	are	getting	their	hands	
busy	with	some	craftwork.	We	read	the	books	‘Recycled’	by	Jillian	Powell	and	‘The	
Great	Kapok	Tree’	by	Lynne	Cherry,	where	kids	reflected	on	the	thought:	What	would	
happen	if	there	were	no	trees!	As	a	follow-up	activity	to	the	concept	of	recycling	they	
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made	piggy	banks	using	old	plastic	bottles.	The	art	of	vegetable	printing	was	also	
introduced,	to	have	some	fun	with	vegetables	and	colours.	

							

	

b)	Literacy				

This	week	students	were	introduced	to	newer	blends	–	cr,	br,	fr,	dr,	tr	and	cl,	bl,	fl	
with	the	help	of	pictures	and	different	board	games,	where	they	had	to	spell	and	read	
words.	A	spellcheck	for	 tricky	words	was	also	done,	 followed	by	some	practice	 to	
improve	 their	 letter	 formations.	 Children	 practised	 matching	 lowercase	 and	
uppercase	letters	and	did	some	writing	practice	in	the	notebook.		

	

c)	Numeracy	

Lots	of	recap	for	different	topics		was	done	in	these	two	weeks	–	we	did	skip-counting	
in	5s	and	10s	using	the	numberless	grid	and	writing	the	numbers	in	the	notebook,	
apart	 from	 addition	 practice	 using	 beads,	 the	 addition	 machine	 and	 some	
worksheets.	They	also	did	a	fun	colouring-activity	by	joining	the	dots	from	1-	80.	This	
time	the	bar	was	raised	for	‘Before,	After	and	In	between’	(done	earlier	from	1	–	50,	
now	to	100)	–		challenging,	but	they	happily	accepted	the	challenge	and	passed	with	
flying	colours!		

	

	

	

d)	Hindi	
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UKG	children	revised	colours	and	all	the	poems	which	they	have	learnt	previously.	They	
were	introduced	to	opposite	words	like	up	and	down,	left	and	right,	front	and	back,	in	
and	out.	The	kids	tried	to	frame	small	sentences	on	their	own	by	using	those	words.										

	

UPDATES	FROM	THE	PRIMARY	SECTION	

7)	News	from	the	Specialists	

a)	Hindi	and	Konkani:	

Grade	1	

The	students	of	Grade	1	prepared	 for	 the	Theme	Presentation	by	presenting	a	poem	
before	the	parents.	They	learnt	a	new	letter	‘O’.	The	students	recited	a	poem,	and	learnt	
the	letter	formation	on	sand.	They	followed	this	up	by	matching	the	words	to	the	right	
picture.	They	 later	 read	 the	poem	silently	while	 the	audio	played	 in	 the	background.	
With	the	help	of	the	new	letter	and	the	poem	they	framed	sentences	and	conversed	with	
others.			

Grade	2	

Grade	2	prepared	for	the	Theme	Presentation	on	“Seasons”.	Arya	recited	a	poem	on	the	
“Rain”	and	she	explained	the	chart	on	seasons	in	English	and	in	Hindi.	She	learnt	a	new	
letter	“Chha”,	recited	a	poem	and	followed	by	writing	the	letter	on	sand.	She	worked	on	
an	activity	where	she	matched	the	pictures	to	the	correct	picture.	With	the	help	of	the	
poem,	she	framed	sentences.	
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Grade	3	

For	the	Theme	Presentation	the	topic	chosen	was	Sound.	The	students	presented	a	poem	
for	the	parents.	Students	learnt	about	nouns	and	pronouns	and	their	use.	They	framed	
their	own	sentences	with	the	help	of	nouns	and	pronouns.		

Grade	4	

The	students	of	Grade	4	 	made	sentences	with	new	words	from	the	chapter	“jab	ghar	
mein	ek	chuha	aaya”.	They	chose	characters	from	the	chapter	and	did	role	play.			

		 			 		

			 	
	

Konkani:	

During	Konkani	class	we	did	a	revision	of	what	was	taught	over	the	Term.	We	worked	on	
their	 vocabulary.	 They	 learnt	 to	 frame	 questions	 and	 then	worked	 on	 Konkani-Hindi	
translations.	
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d)	Art:	

Grade	1	

The	students	of	Grade	1	created	beautiful	seed	mosaics	on	paper	based	on	the	theme	of	
Plants	which	was	 linked	to	their	Theme	presentation.	They	were	given	different	seeds	
and	a	drawing	of	a	flower;	they	had	to	fill	in	the	picture	by	gluing	these	seeds	on	it.	It	was	
an	exploration	in	 tactile	art.	They	also	created	wax	resist	pastel	paintings.	They	 learnt	
how	to	give	a	paint	wash	on	paper	as	well	as	mixing	two	colours	of	paint	directly	on	the	
paper.	The	students	also	made	Christmas	wreaths	out	of	mount	board	and	craft	paper,	as	
well	as	a	few	other	Christmas	decorations.	

	

b)	French:		

In	the	last	two	weeks,	the	French	students	from	Grades	3	and	4	completed	their	work	on	
the	French	numbers	and	moved	on	to	learn	about	subject	pronouns	which	would	enable	
them	to	make	sentences	in	French.	 	During	the	week,	the	students	learnt	to	recite	the	
French	carol	Falalalala	(English	version	of	‘Deck	the	halls’)		

						 	
c)	Global	Perspectives:			

Last	week	the	students	were	busy	practising	for	the	Theme	Presentation.	Amaira,	along	
with	Maegan	 and	Anushka,	discussed	how	progress	 and	environment	were	entwined	
and	the	fine	line	that	had	to	be	maintained	if	we	were	to	save	our	environment.	They	
used	different	pictures	to	show	the	good,	bad	and	ugly	faces	of	progress.	
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Grade	2	

The	student	of	grade	2	created	a	hanging	mobile	based	on	the	
theme	 of	 weather	 which	 was	 linked	 to	 their	 Theme	
presentation.	The	student	created	each	element	like	the	clouds	
etc.	 by	 first	 drawing,	 then	 cutting	 and	 pasting	 it,	 and	 finally	
attaching	it	to	a	string	&	wire	frame.	

	

	

																																																				Grade	3	

The	students	of	Grade	3	worked	on	motor	skills	development,	emotional	competence,	
self-regulation	and	experienced	the	effect	of	sound	on	mood	through	a	game	called	
Musical	drawing	which	is	similar	to	musical	chairs,	but	which	incorporates	art.	This	
activity	was	an	extension	of	the	Theme	presentation.	
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																																																						Grade	4	

The	Students	of	grade	4	created	a	Christmas	tree	by	cutting	and	folding	paper	into	an	
intricate	pattern.	They	also	made	pouches	to	serve	as	containers	for	gifts/jewellery.	

				 			 				 	
	

e)	ICT:		

Over	the	past	two	weeks	in	ICT,	students	of	Grade	1	and	2	worked	on	their	topics	for	the	
Theme	 Presentation.	 Grade	 1	 showcased	 their	 designing	 and	 presentation	 skills	 by	
drawing	the	stages	of	the	'Life	Cycle	of	a	Plant'	using	Paint	and	creating	a	Presentation	
for	the	same.	They	also	delivered	their	presentation		effectively	to	the	parents.	Grade	2	
used	Excel	to	create	graphs	for	the	data	collected	on	the	weather	over	a	week.	Grade	3	
learnt	to	create	their	own	graphs	and	label	them	in	Excel.	Grade	4	did	a	run-through	of	
the	syllabus	covered	so	far	in	ICT.	

f)	P.E:		

In	 the	 pursuit	 of	 academic	 success,	 children	 sometimes	 need	 a	 break	 from	 the	
classroom	 and	 an	 opportunity	 to	 release	 pent-up	 energy.	 Physical	 fitness	 has	 been	
proven	to	reap	more	benefits	for	those	who	do	exercise	regularly.	Keeping	this	in	mind	
the	focus	of	PE	this	month	was	to	continue	to	develop	students’	fitness	levels	through	
various	games	and	activities.				

g)	Library	
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The	Students	 from	Grades	I	and	II	were	introduced	to	new	vocabulary	from	the	story	
books	taken	home	by	them.	Grade	II	explored	the	use	of	a	dictionary	and	tried	to	use	it	
to	 look	 for	 meaning	 of	 words.	 Grade	 III	 were	 introduced	 to	 the	 new	 informative	
magazines	in	the	Library.	Grade	IV	were	given	a	book	with	illustrations	and	have	been	
asked	to	write	an	imaginative	story.	

	

8)	Grade	1:	

a)	English:	

In	English,	the	students	created	a	story	on	‘Aarika’s	packet	of	seeds’.	They	then	worked	
individually	on	putting	the	story	together	and	created	a	storyboard.	They	also	tried	their	
best	in	making	the	storyboard	as	creative	and	colourful	as	possible.	

They	completed	a	book	on	“The	life	cycle	of	the	plant”	where	they	organized	the	different	
stages	in	a	sequence	-	beginning,	middle	and	end.	

They	created	another	story	using	adjectives	called	“The	best	seed	ever”	which	had	their	
strong	imaginative	stamp	all	over.	They	got	together	to	frame	the	story	and	were	excited	
to	use	everyone’s	names	for	the	characters	in	the	story.	

The	students	also	created	an	outline	of	the	flower	and	used	the	flower	petals	to	write	the	
synonyms.	They	learnt	singular	and	plural	and	also	the	tenses	which	they	wrote	on	the	
stem;	 they	 then	 used	 the	 pot	 to	 write	 the	 answers	 to	 questions	 on	 comprehension	
passage	which	was	based	on	different	facts	of	plants.		
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b)	Science:	

In	science,	the	students	created	a	3	D	model	on	photosynthesis	where	Sofia	took	charge	
to	explain	the	process	to	the	parents.	First,	she	explained	to	the	meaning	of	the	word	of	
photosynthesis	and	then	she	spoke	of	the	different	stages	of	photosynthesis,	how	xylem	
carries	water	to	the	different	parts	of	the	plants,	how	the	tiny	pores	called	stomata	on	
the	leaves	work,	how	and	why	the	process	of	photosynthesis	is	slow	under	water	and	
also	the	chemical	formulas	of	water,	oxygen	and	carbon	dioxide.	She	also	explained	that	
some	plants	like	mushrooms	and	Venus	fly	trap	don’t	need	the	process	of	photosynthesis	
as	they	eat	insects	for	survival.	

They	also	created	a	model	on	carnivorous	plants.	Praveena	talked	to	the	parents	about	
the	sundew,	Venus	fly	trap,	lobster	trap,	bladder	trap,	the	pitcher	plant	and	the	flypaper	
trap.	She	also	spoke	on	how	they	are	different	from	one	another,	where	they	are	found	
and	why	are	they	called	carnivorous	plants.		

Vihaan,	 Praveena,	Aarika,	Megan	 and	Bencia	 showed	 the	process	 of	 germination	 and	
what	the	seed	needs	to	grow.	

The	 students	 also	 showed	 their	 hands	 on	 the	 different	 Science	 experiments.	 Vihaan	
explained	 the	 impact	 of	 plants	 on	 soil,	 pollution	 and	 purification	 of	 water;	 	 Bencia	
showed	and	explained	the	experiment	on	how	leaves	get	water	while	Megan	explained	
how	leaves	breathe.	

			 		 	
	

			 	
	

c)	Mathematics	

In	Math,	 the	 students	 visited	 the	 school	 campus	 and	 each	one	 collected	 a	 handful	 of	
leaves.	 They	 then	 worked	 individually	 in	 showing	 their	 fine	 motor	 skills	 and	 their	
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knowledge	of	the	line	of	symmetry.	They	then	used	their	creativity	to	show	the	other	
half	of	the	leaf.	

The	students	also	worked	on	showing	the	different	 fruits	patterns.	They	first	worked	
individually	on	creating	one	design	of	a	 fruit	and	 then	passing	 in	on	 to	 their	 nearest	
partner	for	completion,	thereby	creating	multiple	fruit	patterns.	They	then	placed	them	
on	a	chart	and	created	the	different	sets	of	fruit	patterns.	On	the	day	of	the	presentation,	
Aarika	explained	it	to	the	parents.	

Bencia,	Sofia,	Praveena	and	Megan		showed	the	skip	counting	they	learnt	in	their	Math	
class	in	a	real-life	application	by	counting	the	flower	prints	on	cushions	and	quilts	and	
the	leaves	of	a	plant.	

			 	

			 	
	

8)	Grade	2:	

a)	English	

In	English	students	read	many	books	related	to	the	Theme.	Creative	writing	and	letter	
writing	were	practised.		Models	of	different	weather	instruments	were	constructed	and	
the	student	prepared	herself	to	talk	about	the	same.		We	Introduced	the	four	seasons	of	
the	year	and	the	students	talked	about	how	each	dictates	the	weather	pattern.	

Later,	Arya	illustrated	what	people	might	do	and	wear	in	various	weather	conditions	(e.g	
rainy	spring	day,	sunny	summer	afternoon,	cold	snowy	winter	morning).		She	displayed	
paper	doll	 images	 to	display	various	articles	of	 clothing	 (i.e.	 sunglasses,	hat,	 sweater,	
etc.)	appropriate	to	each	season.	



TGS Newsletter 22nd December 2018  Page 20 of 23 

b.	Science	

This	week	Arya	was	all	geared	up	for	the	Theme	Presentation.		In	Science,	we	discussed	
that	 weather	 is	 caused	 by	 changes	 in	 the	 atmosphere	 that	 includes	 changes	 in	
temperature,	wind,	 cloudiness,	 air	 pressure,	 and	moisture.	We	 also	 talked	 about	 the	
ways	the	sun	drives	changes	in	weather.		Arya	was	able	to	explain	why	it	is	important	
for	people	to	know	about	the	weather	and	how	it	affects	their	daily	lives.			

		 			 	
	

c.	Mathematics	

While	learning	Math,	weather	data	was	collected	and	a	bar	graph	was	made	based	on	
the	information	collected.	All	the	topics	done	this	term	were	revised.	Overall,	it	was	a	
fantastic	week	for	Grade	II.	

		 	
	

9)	Grade	3:	

a)	English	

In	English	Grade	3	 read	 stories	 on	 	 Christmas	 and	 Christmas	 traditions	 in	 different	
countries.	In	comprehension,	they	read	about	St.	Nicholas	and	how	he	is	related	to	the	
practice	of	sharing	good	cheer	and	gifts	on	Christmas	day.		
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In	Poetry,	keeping	in	mind	the	Christmas	season,	the	children	wrote	Acrostic	poems		on	
Christmas	and	Learned	the	Poem	‘Dear	Children.’	

							 	
	

b)	Science	

In	Science,	they	worked	on	their	theme	presentations	and	displayed	great	confidence	
while	 speaking	 on	 all	 their	 given	 topics.	 It	 was	 heartwarming	 to	 see	 the	 children	
perform	with	very	little	guidance.	

They	also	learned	about	the	eye	and	the	process	of	seeing.	

	 	
	

c)	Mathematics	

In	Mathematics	Grade	3	recalled	3D	shapes	and	symmetry	as	they	worked	on	making	
Christmas	trees	using	3D	Shapes.	The	concept	of	long	division	too	was	introduced.	

	

10)	Grade	4:	

The	students	of	grade	4	were	busy	bees	this	fortnight!	Although	formal	testing	is	not	yet	
a	part	of	the	normal	schedule,	assessment	is	an	integral	part	of	learning.	The	students	
started	their	assessments	in	the	last	week	of	November	and	that	continued	through	the	
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first	week	of	December.	They	were	given	mixed	assignments	during	class	that	covered	
all	that	has	been	discussed	and	taught	so	far.	

The	 students	 worked	 on	 the	 Theme	 Presentation	 and	 sharpened	 their	 Presentation	
skills.	The	topic	selected	was	‘Earth	and	its	structure’	and	the	students	didn’t	leave	any	
stone	unturned.	Whether	it	was	English,	Math,	Science	or	Global	perspectives,	learning	
was	 not	 restricted	 to	 any	 one	 domain.	 Several	 new	 words	 were	 added	 to	 their	
vocabulary.	They	painstakingly	practised	their	presentations	and	prepared	models.		

The	 journey	 began	 with	 the	 students	 explaining	 the	 structure	 of	 the	 earth	 and	 its	
different	 layers.	 They	 made	 a	 model	 of	 the	 tectonic	 plates.	 In	 order	 to	 show	 the	
movement	of	the	plates,	the	students	made	slime	in	class	using	borax,	glue	and	paint.	
Anushka	from	Grade	3	was	part	of	the	team.	It	didn’t	stop	there!	Juvel	and	Maegan	joined	
her	and	performed	an	experiment	to	show	a	volcanic	eruption	using	baking	soda	and	
white	vinegar.	

From	here,	Maegan	explained	the	time	line	of	Iron	and	how	it	changed	the	lives	of	Man.	

The	students	have	been	learning	how	to	handle	data	and	prepare	bar	graphs	to	tabulate	
their	 findings.	 They	 prepared	 a	 bar	 graph	 on	 the	 population	 of	 countries	 and	 Juvel	
explained	the	effect	of	population	on	the	natural	resources	of	a	country.	

					 	
Juvel	and	Maegan	used	their	ICT	skills	and	prepared	a	power	point	presentation	on	the	
types	of	natural	renewable	and	non-renewable	resources.	They	presented	this	during	
the	Theme	Presentation.	Maegan	explained	wind	energy	with	the	help	of	a	wind	mill.	
Then	Anushka	used	a	model	of	a	solar	cooker	to	explain	solar	energy,	another	renewable	
natural	resource	

Finally,	all	four	team	members	namely	Anushka,	Amaira,	Juvel	and	Maegan	took	upon	
themselves	to	explain	the	entire	Theme	to	their	junior	schoolmates.	It	was	wonderful	to	
see	how	they	simplified	information	and	gave	meanings	of	words	that	they	thought	may	
not	be	understood.	
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Regards,	

C	P	Joseph	

PRINCIPAL	 	

	
After	the	hard	work	that	was	put	in	for	the	Theme	Presentation,	it	was	time	to	unwind	
and	 get	 ready	 for	 some	 fun.	 With	 Christmas	 approaching,	 the	 students	 busied	
themselves	with	making	some	ornaments	for	their	class.	They	used	ice-cream	sticks	to	
make	stars	and	later	decorated	them	paint	and	glitter.	They	also	made	a	wreath	with	
their	hand	prints.	

					 	
	

And	with	that	we	end	this	Newsletter.	Getting	a	Newsletter	together	and	then	editing	it	
is	always	a	bit	of	a	task	but	it	helps	us	focus	on	our	work	and	the	objectives	behind	our	
work.		

It	has	been	a	good	year	 for	us	and	we	have	 learnt	a	 lot	 from	working	alongside	your	
children.	The	experiences	have	been	rewarding	and	fulfilling.		

Warm	wishes	for	a	happy	and	successful	2019.	


